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INDIA | Goa & Western Ghats  
Tour leaders: David Walsh and Ramesh Zarmekar 
with Gary Elton, Kate Engineer, Gill Flinn, Sasha Foreman, Roger Holt and John & Louise Sykes. 
 
This was Limosa’s first visit to the Indian state of Goa for five years, and the 2020 tour was highly successful. 
We recorded 245 species, including the vast majority of the ‘most-wanted’ birds; in addition, we identified over 
40 different butterflies, many of which were large and colourful, as well as a selection of beautiful dragonflies and 
interesting mammals.   
 
The new three-centre itinerary for our tour had been carefully planned. We spent the first part of the holiday in 
south Goa, staying for three nights in a small hotel at Patnem; this part of the state is, inexplicably, ignored by 
many visiting birdwatchers. On our first afternoon we found Goa’s first ever Lesser Flamingo near Maina Lake; 
on our return visit there we found a flooded rice field teeming with thousands of wildfowl, a wonderful spectacle. 
At Cotigao we found Malabar Trogon, Green Imperial Pigeon, White-bellied Woodpecker and Indian Pitta. The 
following day we headed to Netravali in the foothills of the Western Ghats where we found Brown Wood Owl, 
Indian Scimitar Babbler, Flame-throated Bulbul, Malabar Barbet and a fabulous male Indian Blue Robin, and had 
a close encounter with a Gaur! 
 
Next we headed to Nature’s Nest, a homely lodge in the forest close to Goa’s eastern border, for a three-night 
stay. Staying here made for a lovely contrast with the coastal resorts; from the restaurant we watched sunbirds, 
leafbirds and babblers at the bird bath plus Orange-headed Thrush and Forest Wagtail, and seeing over 50 
Vernal Hanging Parrots feeding in a single tree will live long in the memory. Around Bhagwaan Mahaveer 
Wildlife Sanctuary we saw a roosting pair of Sri Lanka Frogmouths, both Blue-eared and Black-capped 
Kingfishers and the secretive Malabar Whistling Thrush; an evening excursion gave us stunning views of both 
Jungle and Jerdon’s Nightjars. Bondla lived up to its reputation as one of Goa’s premier sites, producing Oriental 
Dwarf Kingfisher, Blue-capped Rock Thrush and Blue-faced Malkoha. 
 
For the final leg of the tour we spent four nights in a well-appointed hotel adjacent to two large lakes near the 
coast at Arpora. Indian Flying Foxes could be seen over the grounds, and within walking distance saltpans held 
a super array of waders. We saw more shorebirds at Morjim, where a fabulous selection of birds roosting on an 
island included six Pallas’s Gulls, a Greater Crested Tern, 20 Lesser and six Greater Sandplovers; a Terek 
Sandpiper feeding close to us was very special. The wetlands played host to some superb raptors including both 
Indian Spotted and Greater Spotted Eagles. The forest remnants held further specialities including Plum-headed 
Parakeet, White-spotted Fantail and Grey-fronted Green Pigeon plus a flock of 100 Green Bee-eaters. A boat 
trip makes any tour extra special, and on the Zuari River we found six Collared Kingfishers plus Lesser Adjutant 
and no fewer than nine species of heron. 
 
Ramesh Zarmekar proved to be a very fine local guide, not only finding us a super set of endemic birds but also 
putting a great deal of thought into our daily routine to allow us extended breaks in the middle of the day 
wherever possible. The Indian cuisine he chose for us at lunch and dinner was much enjoyed. Gurudas, our 
driver, drove carefully; the roads in Goa are busy but the surfaces are good. I can see why people return to Goa 
time after time and look forward to going back myself next year. 
 
 

 
Lesser Crested Terns, Gull-billed Tern and Brown-headed Gull at Morjim photo © tour participant John Sykes 
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Daily Diary 
 
Tuesday 7th January 
Our early afternoon Emirates flight from Heathrow on an A380 took off on time; several of us enjoyed the first of 
many chicken curries! We were in the air for just under seven hours; having landed in Dubai, those interested 
found out that England had, against all the odds, won the test match! 
 
Wednesday 8th January 
Sunny, max. 30°C 
We relaxed during the three hour stopover, then boarded another Emirates flight, this time on a 777, our flight to 
Mumbai taking just two hours 10 minutes. Asking an official if we could jump the immigration queue as we had a 
plane to catch was a masterstroke! We collected our luggage, passed through customs, moved upstairs then 
checked in for our Vistara flight. Having passed through security there was time to change money, see our first 
Black Kite and even relax for a while! The journey to Goa took just 45 minutes; we arrived at 12.50pm, and just 
50 minutes later we were heading off with Ramesh and our driver Gurudas in a fine air conditioned bus, our 
transport for the entire trip. We picked up some sandwiches and drove south then east, Eastern Cattle Egrets, 
Black-headed Ibises and Brahminy Kites enjoyed along the way. 
 
A big plus of our revised travel arrangements was the opportunity for some birding on our first afternoon in Goa, 
and Ramesh took us to Maina Lake. On our left was a large body of water, whilst to the right were a series of 
flooded rice fields. The lake held 40 Lesser Whistling Ducks, 10 Cotton Pygmy Geese, a single Indian Spot-billed 
Duck and a number of Intermediate Egrets, as well as several Grey-headed Swamphens calling like Whiskered 
Terns! We scrutinised both Bronze-winged and Pheasant-tailed Jacanas plus a parroti Greater Coucal before 
turning our attention to the rice fields. Here we counted over 300 Glossy Ibises; with them Ramesh spotted a 
juvenile Lesser Flamingo, a lifer for him and an Asia tick for all of us! We found out later that it was the first 
record for Goa! We studied the first of umpteen Indian Pond Herons, Red-wattled Lapwings, White-throated 
Kingfishers and Blue-tailed Bee-eaters, found a group of Asian Openbills and scanned the waders which 
included over 50 Black-winged Stilts and a long-billed limosa Black-tailed Godwit. Eventually fatigue set in and 
we headed off for a comfort break.  
 
Ramesh managed our expectations splendidly with the journey south to our first hotel taking just an hour, less 
than predicted. At 5.25pm we checked in and headed to our rooms. There was even time for those with enough 
energy to make the ten minute walk to the beach for the 6.15pm sunset before we reconvened at 7pm to run 
through the bird list, hydrating via our first Kingfisher lagers. 15 minutes later we were tucking in to a selection of 
chicken and vegetarian Indian dishes and discussing whether or not they were ‘spicy’! We headed to bed early, 
delighted to have arrived safely and seen a fine array of waterbirds along the way. What would tomorrow bring? 
 
Thursday 9th January 
Sunny, 23-31°C 
We took advantage of the coffee making facilities in our rooms before setting off at 6.15am; relatively early starts 
would be a necessity on this tour to ensure that we were out birding at the time of maximum avian activity. With 
early bedtimes, this worked fine for us. It was dark as we arranged breakfast at a small café just outside Cotigao 
Wildlife Sanctuary, but our 7am arrival at the main entrance coincided nicely with dawn. We set off on foot along 
a wide, flat track through the deciduous forest. A Grey Junglefowl crowed tantalisingly, as would a Red Spurfowl 
later in the morning, then we opened our account, scoping two Grey-fronted Green Pigeons and enjoying a pair 
of Orange Minivets moving through the tree tops. Ramesh gained a little elevation and spotted two Mountain 
Imperial Pigeons, then we found a juvenile Green Imperial Pigeon. Both these target species were scoped; we 
also enjoyed comparing their calls. Our first Crested Honey Buzzard glided over before, having had our fill of 
Bonnet Macaques and Southern Plains Grey Langurs, we adjourned for breakfast at 9am. The onion omelettes 
were tasty if a little small for the big eaters! 
 
Recharged, we headed back into the forest. At once we came across a group of Grey-headed Bulbuls. This 
species is often hard to find but we had excellent views alongside Red-whiskered Bulbuls, the bird with the ‘Elvis’ 
crest which would become a daily feature during our holiday. Those following my advice ‘stay close to Ramesh’ 
were rewarded as a Greater Racket-tailed Drongo heralded the arrival of a mixed feeding flock which included 
Ashy Drongo, Malabar Woodshrike, Velvet-fronted Nuthatch, Western Crowned Warbler and Black-naped 
Monarch. Lots of new species, and names, to get used to! A female Asian Fairy-bluebird was scoped, then just 
as we traced the source of tapping to a Heart-spotted Woodpecker, the bird annoyingly flew off into the distance.  
 
The birds were quietening down, but we weren’t finished. A Black-rumped Flameback showed well to some 
before we spent a while in the company of three Malabar Trogons. The first played hard to get, but eventually we 
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all had fabulous views of a male, the first ‘must-see’ species safely in the bag! Many enjoyed a female too, and it 
was extraordinary to see all three birds flying across the track one after the other. We boarded the bus and were 
delayed once more with a fine Crested Serpent Eagle perched at point blank range. We noted its unbarred 
breast, a feature of the race melanotis.                   
 
Arriving back at 12.45pm there was time to freshen up before a 
splendid lunch, Ramesh choosing a different range of dishes which 
as always he was confident we would enjoy. Some took advantage 
of the break to have a siesta, others pottered down to the beach. 
 
At 3.15pm we set off once again, heading back to Cotigao but this 
time to a different track which took us a little further south. The 
outward walk was slow going but with three major highlights, our 
first proper look at a Malabar Grey Hornbill, good views of three 
Nilgiri Flowerpeckers and the chance to enjoy a wonderful Malabar 
Giant Squirrel. Eventually we reached a clearing which seemed 
the obvious point from which to begin our return walk. In fact we 
stayed there 40 minutes! Scopes proved invaluable as we watched 
a Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker, two Small Minivets, a male 
Black-hooded Oriole, several Purple Sunbirds and a couple of 
Ashy Drongos. The star of the show was an awesome White-
bellied Woodpecker which responded well to a little 
encouragement, flying overhead to land in the tree behind us; this 
was Ramesh’s main target species for the afternoon. Whilst it was 
performing for us, another woodpecker was calling and it proved to 
be a Common Flameback, our only one of the trip. 
 
We marvelled at the colour, variety and names of the butterflies 
which would become an integral part of the tour. Common Sailer, 
Rustic, Plum Judy, Common Lineblue and Clipper were amongst 
those we saw at Cotigao along with a spectacular dragonfly called 
Fulvous Forest Skimmer. 
 

Time was running out, but to finish off the day we drove a short 
distance to a bridge over a wide river.  We really needed more time 
here but noted our first Little Cormorants, scoped a male Loten’s 
Sunbird and two Asian Koels then spotted a close Brown Shrike. 
Two species of hornbill flew over, the Indian Grey seen by very few 
and the Malabar Pied by most; we would have a second chance 
with the latter. An open area nearby gave us the chance to study a 
party of Malabar Starlings and our first Red-vented Bulbuls then 
both Green and Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters. There really was a 
lot to take in! We were joined by a small group of local children, 
keen to see what we were looking at. It was good to show them the 
star birds, and they politely disappeared when asked to do so by 
Ramesh. He didn’t want them around as we looked for our final 
target species in the bushes across the road. The tell-tale call was 
coming from the closest clump! We urged the group to look on the 
ground in the small open areas and, amazingly, we all managed to 
see the Indian Pitta as it hopped across! Inevitably the views 
weren’t the best as it was getting dark, but it was great to see it 
behaving in such typical fashion. 
 
We arrived back at 6.45pm and met in the restaurant at 7.30pm to 
run through the bird list before dinner, chicken xacuti and gobi 
manchurian on the menu. The trip had got off to an outstanding 
start, with limited driving and lots of birding: a truly epic day!  
 
 
 

 

Ashy Drongo at Cotigao © tour participant John 
Sykes 

Green Imperial Pigeon © David Walsh 
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Friday 10th January 
Sunny, 22-31°C 
Our meet time this morning was 6am; we had a longish drive into the hills and wanted to make the most of our 
day in Netravali Wildlife Sanctuary, a picturesque reserve in the foothills of the Western Ghats which is all too 
rarely visited by birders. 45 minutes after leaving the hotel we made our first stop. Ramesh said we had an 
outside chance of Brown Wood Owl, and he managed to locate it very quickly! We all had scope views, the bird 
spotlit for a short period. It was starting to get light, but we had another half hour in the bus before our second 
stop, an Indian Scimitar Babbler skulking in the ‘clutter’ (the word Ramesh used when any bird was hidden!) but 
a female Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher being more co-operative.  
 
We ate our rather basic packed breakfast at an ‘overlook’ just before the village of Verlem. This proved to be a 
good spot for using the scopes to observe birds perching in trees with bare branches, and we had good looks at 
Ashy Woodswallow and Long-tailed Shrike. A little closer we had perhaps our best view of a Greenish Warbler 
as well as several Crimson-backed Sunbirds, whilst a Common Emerald Dove whizzed by in typical fashion. We 
tootled down into the village, parked up and from 9am spent an hour or so doing a circular walk. The bunds 
between the rice fields held Common and Green Sandpipers, the numerous dragonflies included Blue Ground 
Skimmer and Brown-backed Marsh Hawk and we had our first butterfly write-in, a Colour Sergeant. But we had 
specific bird targets too and were not disappointed, with White-cheeked and Malabar Barbets seen splendidly. In 
between we had extraordinary views of an Indian Scimitar Babbler which clearly hadn’t read the script! Sadly the 
Rufous Babblers behaved more typically and, although some of the group managed a glimpse or perhaps better, 
this species remained in the heard-only category for the rest of us. 
 
We drove on to an area of forest close to a river; a whistle put both Ramesh and me on red alert and, with just a 
little encouragement, a stunning male Indian Blue Robin plucked up the courage to leave its cover, choosing to 
sit on a branch, allowing us incredible scope views of what is normally an inveterate skulker. What a bit of luck!  
We were on a roll, a calling Crested Serpent Eagle overhead followed by a fine array of butterflies including 
Common and Angled Castors, Blue Mormon and Southern Birdwing. Those at the front had a close encounter 
with a Gaur which was not expecting company! Then Gary and I more or less simultaneously called ‘Yellow-
browed Warbler’, an unexpected species in this area but perhaps overlooked? It was coaxed in and the views for 
many of us were rather better than on the English east coast; it was the second lifer in three days for Ramesh! 
We added Brown-cheeked Fulvetta and Yellow-browed Bulbul to our ever-growing list before declaring and 
heading back to Verlem. 
 
Lunch today was taken in a local homestay, and it was a real privilege to eat such tasty home-cooked fare. The 
fruit drink as a digestif named solkadi, made from kokum fruit, was something of an acquired taste but we all 
tried some. Thereafter we had a short rest although some went exploring, enjoying the sights in the village and a 
butterfly ‘Pansy-fest’ with Yellow, Peacock, Grey and Lemon all spotted.  
 
Recharged, we headed to an open area where a Lime Butterfly and what we discovered later was a Red Spot 
Duke briefly detained us en route. An aptly-named Flame-throated Bulbul gave wonderful scope views, but the 
raptors had decided not to entertain us on this occasion. Drifting down, a Malabar Whistling Thrush tantalised us 
at one spot, Dark-fronted Babblers proved surprisingly showy at a second, and what Ramesh called the ‘sound 
of silence’ summarised the third. Avoiding an oncoming mobile haystack we headed to our last spot, where a 
Greater Flameback fed oblivious to our presence and an Asian Brown Flycatcher gave us very close views. 
 
We arrived back at base at 5.20pm, with time for some to head to the beach for the sunset and the roosting Ashy 
Woodswallows. We reconvened at 7pm for the checklist prior to dinner. Paying the bills proved interesting with 
the hotel apparently out of change but we managed, and heading to our rooms to get sorted at the end of the 
first leg of our holiday we reflected on another full day in the field with a splendid variety of birds including some 
highly sought-after species. 
 
Saturday 11th January 
Sunny, becoming hazy, 23-31°C 
Bags loaded, we left promptly at 7am. The hotel breakfast didn’t start until 8.30am, too late for us, so instead we 
drove for an hour to a restaurant in Margao which Ramesh knew well; this proved a great success as we were 
able to tuck into local specialities of poori and masala dosa with more familiar fare also available. 
 
A twenty minute drive took us to Curtorim Lake, and we enjoyed scanning through the birds on and around the 
water before turning our attention to the gardens opposite. The views of Cotton Pygmy Geese and Indian Spot-
billed Ducks were significantly better than on the first afternoon, and we counted 250 Lesser Whistling Duck 
roosting on the far side, scoping an Oriental Darter preening nearby. Two Whiskered Terns were feeding over 
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the lake, but we were more impressed by the two beautiful River Terns which appeared shortly after we arrived. 
The garden was very birdy, with an Indian Robin on the lawn, a showy Taiga Flycatcher in the trees and a 
Jerdon’s Leafbird flitting in the canopy. Pale-billed Flowerpeckers fed on the flowers as did four species of 
sunbird; the star attraction was the male Vigors’s Sunbird which was seen a couple of times at close range. 
Those looking up were rewarded with a White-bellied Sea Eagle and two Small Pratincoles, the latter our only 
ones of the tour. Two Indian Grey Mongeese, Common Pierrot butterfly and Scarlet Skimmer aka Oriental 
Scarlet dragonfly added to the mix, but eventually it was time to drag ourselves away.  
 
We didn’t get very far before stopping again! We took a shortcut via Maina Lake, where we had been on the first 
afternoon, and an adjacent rice field was teeming with wildfowl. We estimated 2000 Lesser Whistling Duck, 1500 
Pintail (in two tight flocks) and 200 Garganey (in a single flock!). It really was one of the most remarkable 
spectacles of the entire holiday. Two Chestnut-tailed Starlings accompanied a group of Jungle Mynas overhead. 
There were more dragonflies here, with a Green Marsh Hawk feasting on a male Pied Paddy Skimmer whilst the 
latter was in the process of mating. 
 
Via a pit stop, we drove to our second base, Nature’s Nest, a lodge situated in east Goa just outside the famous 
Bhagwaan Mahaveer Wildlife Sanctuary. We arrived at 12.30pm and there was time to begin getting sorted 
before we met for lunch half an hour later. The local dishes here were much enjoyed throughout our stay, and 
the restaurant staff were attentive to our every need. It was easy to be distracted at meal times with sunbirds, 
leafbirds, Tickell’s Blue Flycatchers and Puff-throated Babblers visiting the bird bath with great regularity. 
 

 
After a siesta – or first chance to explore the grounds – we met for tea at 3.30pm prior to setting off, heading 
north then east. Ramesh first took us to a forest trail from which we made a short walk to a spot for something 
very special. A pair of Sri Lanka Frogmouths were roosting and, from an appropriate distance, we had incredible 
views of the male and female snuggling up to each other. The ‘Champagne Moment’ of the tour for many of us. 
 
In awe at what we had just seen, we returned to the bus and drifted on for a few minutes to Dharge village. From 
one spot we scanned the bushes and wires and scoped Brown-headed Barbets, a Red-headed Bunting and two 
Yellow-throated Sparrows (with the male showing the yellow throat). We also had our first really good view of a 
male Oriental Magpie-Robin, enjoyed a Thick-billed Flowerpecker on the wires above us and watched a Malabar 
Pied Hornbill flypast. Another very birdy spot! And it was in some ways just the warm up. Our main destination 
was a river adjacent to the famous temple at Tambdi Surla. In a remarkable few minutes we had frame-filling 
views of a Blue-eared Kingfisher, first hidden inside a bush then very close indeed under the bridge, plus a 
Brown-breasted Flycatcher, another highly sought-after species, plus for some a Malabar Whistling Thrush on 
rocks by the water.  
 
A quick stop back in the village produced our first Rufous Treepie, then it was time to make the short journey 
back to base to freshen up prior to the list and dinner. Today was down as a ‘transfer day’ but the birding en 
route then on arrival at our second base had been fabulous. 
 
 
 
 

Tickell's Blue Flycatcher at Nature's Nest © tour participant John Sykes Orange-headed Thrush © tour participant Gary Elton 
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Sunday 12th January 
Sunny, light breeze, 18-31°C 
I met with the group at 6.45am for coffee, but illness meant I wasn’t able to lead the morning excursion, rest 
being the only sensible option. Gary kindly stepped up to assist Ramesh in the field and write up the diary.  
 
The main morning destination was Bondla Wildlife Sanctuary, but several stops were made along the way. A 
perched Crested Honey Buzzard offered a nice opportunity to appreciate its ‘pigeon-headed’ profile. More 
roadside birding followed at the edge of a small village, with close views of Ashy Woodswallow, White-throated 
Kingfisher and Jungle Myna. In a large fruiting tree close to a bridge male and female Malabar Grey Hornbills sat 
side-by-side so the group could study the differences in bill colour. Coppersmith Barbet, Golden-fronted Leafbird 
and Rufous Treepie were all seen well by most. Across the bridge, the first Hair-crested Drongo and Indian 
Robins of the tour were noted, before a confiding White-browed Wagtail on a wire running alongside the bridge 
gave some nice photo opportunities as did Wire-tailed and Red-rumped Swallows. A Malabar Pied Hornbill flew 
in and joined two Malabar Grey Hornbills in a large tree near the water’s edge. A Plum-headed Parakeet, a pale 
morph Booted Eagle and both Ashy and Grey-breasted Prinias concluded an action-packed visit here. 
 
After a short drive the group tucked into a rather tasty packed breakfast prepared by the staff at Nature’s Nest; 
Bronzed Drongo and a flyover Rufous Woodpecker proved worthy distractions! A short walk added yet more new 
species; Scaly-breasted Munia, Indian Blackbird and Jungle Babbler were all seen well though pride of place 
went to two Blue-faced Malkohas, one of the main target species here. Finally it was time to head into the park 
for a comfort stop prior to a couple of hours exploration, mainly along the road but also using a short trail through 
the forest. The road didn’t produce the hoped-for Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher, but the trail gave the group two 
Velvet-fronted Nuthatches, a Puff-throated Babbler and a White-rumped Shama. Four Spotted Deer were a 
bonus. Time was running out, but Ramesh had more one card up his sleeve! He asked the driver to pull over, 
the group disembarked and he quickly showed everyone a Blue-bearded Bee-eater; what a stunner it was!  
 
Lunch back at Nature’s Nest followed by an extended siesta was next on the agenda; some strolled down to the 
small pools to look for dragonflies which included Clear-winged Forest Glory, Brown-backed Marsh Hawk, Pied 
Paddy Skimmer and Crimson Marsh Glider, with a bonus Great Eggfly butterfly for some. We were called back 
by one of the staff as a Forest Wagtail was feeding under the trees by the restaurant.  
 
We met for tea at 3.30pm prior to heading out in the bus; I felt able to re-join the group for the afternoon session. 
A fabulous White-naped Woodpecker in the palms delayed our departure! We turned south today, and after just 
a few minutes we stopped at a grassy clearing in the forest. A Greater Short-toed Lark and no fewer than six 
Paddyfield Pipits occupied those interested, an Indian Roller and three Black Drongos providing alternative 
entertainment. A Hoopoe flew by, then two pairs of Yellow-wattled Lapwings gave excellent views; they were the 
only ones seen on the tour. 
 
We returned to base in plenty of time today, watching 20 Blue-winged Parakeets heading noisily to roost before 
preparing for a relatively early dinner. An Orange-headed Thrush by the restaurant was feeding right up until it 
was totally dark! After our meal we spent an hour or so looking for night birds, and it was highly productive. First 
a Jungle Nightjar then a Jerdon’s Nightjar sat motionless allowing us to spotlight them and enjoy amazing views 
through the scope. Many photos were taken of the former which simply didn’t want to move even when we 
walked past it on the path! An Oriental Scops Owl called to our left so, once we had finished with the nightjars, 
we tried to track it down but were unsuccessful. We returned delighted at our varied day in the heart of inland 
Goa. 
 
Monday 13th January 
Sunny, 19-31°C 
We left at 7am having met for early morning coffee a little earlier. A 15 minute drive south took us to Mollem, part 
of the Wildlife Sanctuary in its own right and close to where we had done our night birding the previous day. For 
over an hour we stood at a spot on a wide track where we had a good view of a number of tall trees with bare 
branches; this proved a good tactic. We scoped more Red-whiskered Bulbuls, a Brown-capped Pygmy 
Woodpecker, four Plum-headed and two Malabar Parakeets, four Square-tailed Bulbuls, two Rosy Starlings, four 
Yellow-throated Sparrows and a male Asian Fairy-bluebird. In the thicker vegetation we found two Common 
Woodshrikes, male and female Black-headed Cuckooshrikes, three Common Ioras and two Golden-fronted 
Leafbirds, with four Jungle Babblers lower down. Some were fortunate to see an immature Common Rosefinch 
on the wires. Eventually we headed to a different open area with a wide vista hoping for raptors; we had scant 
reward here but some watched a Pied Kingfisher fly past at high speed. Then it was time to declare and head 
back to the lodge for breakfast at 9.30am. 
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Recharged, we returned to a forested area close to where we had been earlier on and strolled for a short 
distance along another track. A Blue-faced Malkoha was a surprise to our right; to our left we enjoyed watching a 
pair of Crested Goshawks displaying with a ‘winnowing’ flight.  Further on we found two White-bellied 
Woodpeckers; if anything, the views were even better than the ones at Cotigao: what a bird! We reached yet 
another open area and scanned for more raptors but, for the first time on the tour, it felt really hot so we declared 
fairly quickly. On the walk back we finally found one of our major targets, a Changeable Hawk-Eagle which 
soared above us for ages. 
 
We followed our usual routine of lunch followed by a combination of siesta, watching the bird bath and pottering 
in the grounds. Oriental Magpie-Robins were very showy today! At 3.45pm we met for tea before heading back 
to Tambdi Surla. We did a circular walk of the temple itself, seeing few birds apart from a number of Mountain 
Imperial Pigeons overhead. On the way perseverance had paid off as we lured in a Jungle Owlet; it took ages to 
settle in a position where we could see it! There was little action on the section of river where we had scored 
highly a couple of days previously, so we headed to another, quieter spot. In a magical few minutes we scoped a 
Black-capped Kingfisher in trees above us and, finally, a Malabar Whistling Thrush lurking under a tree on the far 
side of the river. We returned to the bus and began our journey back to base, stopping unexpectedly when 
Ramesh spotted a female Red Spurfowl with young down a track to our left; unfortunately they disappeared once 
we had disembarked. 
 
As we enjoyed dinner in the restaurant we discussed the wealth of wildlife within a ten mile radius of Nature’s 
Nest; it was great to have seen so much on a ‘local’ day. 
 
Tuesday 14th January 
Sunny, 18-31°C 
After our 6.45am coffee we had an appointment in the car park; exactly as Ramesh predicted, the flowers were 
alive with sunbirds and Vernal Hanging Parrots feeding as dawn broke. We counted at least 60 but there were 
probably many more. A Little Spiderhunter joined the party and three Tawny-bellied Babblers were a surprise as 
we wandered back for our 7.30am breakfast. Thereafter we said our goodbyes, loaded the bus and left bang on 
schedule at 8.20am.  
 
We made a short stop by a bridge over the Ragada River. A Smooth-coated Otter was the undoubted highlight 
here, but a Green Warbler at eye level in the trees by the path was also most welcome.  
 
We had decided to make a second visit to Bondla; it was on our route, one of the best sites, and we had 
unfinished business! We returned to the roadside spot we had tried on the previous visit, and it didn’t take long 
for Ramesh to find what we were looking for. A tiny Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher was perching in the shadows! The 
initial concern to make sure we all saw it was, at it happened, unnecessary as it sat motionless for ages. We 
were thrilled to see a bird that was so small it could easily hide behind a single leaf; another of the trip’s major 
highlights! A little earlier we had been very fortunate to have wonderful views of a male Grey Junglefowl, the light 
allowing us to see its colours in all their glory. After a pit stop we had a series of fabulous sightings from the 
sanctuary of the vehicle. An immature Shikra, a Brown-breasted Flycatcher and an Orange-headed Thrush were 
trumped by a stonking male Blue-capped Rock Thrush! What followed was, perhaps inevitably, something of an 
anti-climax but a Malabar Woodshrike was glimpsed by some and a return visit to the forest trail produced 
Verditer Flycatcher, Western Crowned Warbler, Black-naped Monarch and a Forest Wagtail for those who had 

Grey Junglefowl © tour participant Gary Elton Blue-capped Rock Thrush © tour participant Gary Elton 
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missed the one at Nature’s Nest. The White-rumped Shama was still in situ and singing its heart out. There was 
just time for a short stop at a more open area where we found Asian Palm Swifts and Crested Treeswifts 
overhead, Chestnut-headed Bee-eaters and a Coppersmith Barbet in the trees and both White-rumped and 
Scaly-breasted Munias. Having left the park we came across three Woolly-necked Storks in a roadside field.  
 
As planned we stopped for lunch at the Tropical Spice Plantation. Common Picturewings aka Variegated 
Flutterers were seen by some as we crossed the bridge over the lake. Speciality tea in the shade was followed 
by a most instructive 30 minute talk on the spices grown there; we could see not only the source of the things 
which had been flavouring our curries but also those which would in theory keep us healthy! A new butterfly 
species, Monkey Puzzle, distracted us momentarily. It was great to have arrived early to beat the rush at lunch, 
the large number of visitors emphasising how popular the site is for tourists from around the world. This wasn’t 
really a birding stop but we were delighted to find another Blue-eared Kingfisher, fishing right by the restaurant, 
as well as point blank Indian Pond Herons. 
 
The journey to our Arpora hotel took around an hour which proved ideal for a post-lunch snooze! I had warned 
the group about the somewhat idiosyncratic check-in procedure involving minimal form-filling but having our 
photographs taken; in fact it wasn’t long before we were heading to our room and settling in.  
 
We left for some bonus late afternoon birding at 4.15pm; with the benefit of hindsight we could have relaxed for a 
little longer. The bus ride to the Baga Hills took just five minutes. This area is a forest remnant, the habitat sadly 
ever more degraded with increased development. One advantage for birders is that the remaining species are in 
a confined area, although today it was remarkably quiet. Nevertheless we found Small Minivets and a Grey-
breasted Prinia along the top path and another White-bellied Sea Eagle overhead. Tawny Coster and Common 
Gull were added to the butterfly list and we watched an unidentified but nonetheless impressive day-flying moth. 
Back at the bus we saw 100 Green Bee-eaters in the air together; they were clearly preparing to roost, a signal 
that we should declare and head for the hotel. Our table in the restaurant was in prime position to enjoy the 
entertainment; we managed, just, to get our list done before it started! We now had three full days to explore 
different types of habitat and wondered whether the third leg of our holiday could live up to the high standards of 
the first two. 
 
Wednesday 15th January 
Sunny, breezy pm, 23-28°C 
Breakfast officially opened at 7am; we were there a little earlier just in case. Porridge, toast with jam and 
omelettes made for a change from the cuisine at Nature’s Nest! 
 
We set off at 7.20am and arrived at Morjim half an hour later. A Western Reef Heron on the beach was our first, 
but where were the flocks of birds I was expecting? They were on a sandy island; Ramesh had things all 
organised so sorted a boat to take us out there. We took off our shoes and socks and for 90 minutes had a 
wonderful selection of species all to ourselves. 200 Brown-headed Gulls, smaller numbers of Heuglin’s and 
Steppe Gulls and 50 Lesser Crested and 20 Gull-billed Terns made up the majority of a roosting flock but we 
also found two Slender-billed Gulls, single Caspian and Greater Crested Terns and, best of all, six Pallas’s Gulls! 
In front of them we compared 20 Lesser and six Greater Sand Plovers alongside 20 Kentish Plovers and spent 
ages watching a Terek Sandpiper feeding feverishly. Behind us a small number of Black-eared Kites allowed 
close scrutiny. 
 
We returned to the shore at 9.45am; the boat was needed by others. We left the lovely beach and headed for a 
very unlovely area of grass and bushes. Here we were attempting to see buttonquails. It took a while, but 
incredibly we found four Barred Buttonquails, with passable flight views of at least one of them. It wasn’t easy, as 
we had to watch our feet for ‘soft stones’ as per Ramesh’s instructions. 10 Rosy Starlings and a Plain Tiger 
butterfly were the supporting cast, and we had our best view to date of White-bellied Sea Eagle. 
 
At Siolim we explored one of several marshy areas in the coastal area, inevitably the only vantage points being 
from a raised path. The shade was welcome and we found a group of 50 White-rumped Munias as well as good 
numbers of Wood Sandpipers and Western Yellow Wagtails and more close Green Bee-eaters. 
 
We returned at 12.45pm with lunch half an hour later. After the usual siesta we met up at 4pm and made a ten 
minute drive to Arpora Woods where we were fully occupied for a couple of hours. The monkeys giving alarm 
calls because of the unwelcome presence of a group of dogs made for an inauspicious start, but things soon 
improved! We watched a Purple Sunbird singing, the sound reminding us of a Tree Pipit, before seeing another 
pale morph Booted Eagle overhead. A Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike sat still for ages allowing us to scope it, the 
first time I had ever managed that with this normally mobile species. On a different path we found the most co-
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operative Coppersmith Barbet of the week plus Common Woodshrike, Indian Blackbird, Orange-headed Thrush 
and two highly curious White-spotted Fantails. 
 
Returning at 6.20pm, we agreed to meet at 7.30pm for the list then dinner. Ramesh was under strict instructions 
to find spicy and non-spicy dishes, and the waiters were under pressure to make sure they didn’t get muddled 
up! 
 
Thursday 16th January 
Sunny, breezy pm, 22-28°C 
We were first in the restaurant when it opened at 7am and were on the road half an hour later. It took 45 minutes 
to reach Shirgao where, for three hours, we strolled along a well-maintained raised path with marshland on 
either side. A cracking male Indian Paradise Flycatcher by the bus provided a splendid start to our walk. The sun 
was on our right which meant we concentrated on birds to our left wherever possible. A Purple Heron then a 
Marsh Harrier both perched on top of bushes giving magical views through the scopes; a group of Black-headed 
Ibises flew right overhead against the cloudless sky. There was plenty of passerine action too, and we found our 
first Plain Prinias in the reeds and Baya Weavers on the wires. We tallied 15 Indian Golden Orioles, mostly in 
flight, and 12 Blyth’s Reed Warblers, one or two of which gave excellent views. With things hotting up and shade 
at a premium some of us speeded up on the way back, although we paused for Long-tailed Blue and Plain Tiger 
butterflies. The back markers lingered, and we were pleased they did as they found a male Red Avadavat, one 
of our main targets. We were called back and managed to see it, although by this stage it had become flighty. 
The best was yet to come. We had superb views of an adult Greater Spotted Eagle; it started low, so we could 
see the upperwings, then went higher allowing us to study both the underwings and the distinctive shape. So we 
were well prepared when a juvenile Indian Spotted Eagle appeared! This was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
see these two rare species together; we were very fortunate. 
 
We finally reached the bus at 11.15am. Ramesh had allowed 30 minutes for stops at Bestora Fields on the way 
back to the hotel and, as always, his attention to detail paid off. At the first roadside stop we scanned and 
spotted a pair of Pied Bush Chats. At the second we found two Malabar Larks, with Indian Rollers and Zitting 
Cisticolas as a bonus. 
 
We arrived back at 12.30pm and had lunch half an hour later, followed by a siesta. At 3.45pm we reconvened. 
There had been much discussion about the options for this afternoon and we decided to head a little further 
afield, to a dry area of open forest and grassy clearings with rocks called Socorro Plateau. We found two Blue-
faced Malkohas, another Coppersmith Barbet, an instructive Black-headed Cuckooshrike and a group of eight 
Baya Weavers, plus yet more Blue-tailed Bee-eaters posing nicely. But despite our best efforts we didn’t find any 
new birds; we did, however, add Common Lascar and Psyche to our butterfly list. It was good to have been 
somewhere different, but we would stay local tomorrow.  
 
After the usual hour or so we met for list then dinner in the usual spot; there was no entertainment tonight! 
 
Friday 17th January 
Sunny, breezy, 21-26°C 
We met up at 6.30am this morning, Ramesh allowing 45 minutes for our journey then a further 15 for us to eat 
our packed breakfast, the cheese sandwiches supplemented with juice, fruit, cake and coffee which he had 
brought from home. We made use of the facilities in a restaurant across the road then headed down to a 15 

White-browed Wagtail © tour participant Gary Elton Brahminy Kites along the Zuari River © tour participant Gary Elton 
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seater boat for our two and a half hour trip on the Zuari River. We started by heading downstream and found a 
very obliging Peregrine Falcon which allowed close approach. Drifting upstream on the far side, so that the light 
was behind us as we scanned the mud, we found 25 Great Egrets and 20 Indian Pond Herons taking advantage 
of some form of fish farm! Three Western Reef Herons were well-scrutinised. Heading towards the mangroves, 
we found the first of four Striated Herons and both adult and juvenile Black-crowned Night Herons. We would 
see nine species of heron today! Kingfishers took centre stage for the majority of our trip. Two Stork-billed were 
skittish and never settled in the open, but they were the exception. A Black-capped sat in the shade of an 
isolated bush and we tallied eight Common and three White-throated. Pride of place went to the Collared 
Kingfishers, later voted ‘Bird of the Trip’ by the group. This species can sometimes prove elusive, but we found 
at least six! Several were very photogenic so that even those of us whose cameras were somehow on the wrong 
settings early on managed frame-filling shots later! Marsh Mugger crocodiles lurked under the bushes in the 
channels. Brahminy Kites and two Lesser Adjutants perching on distant bushes were impressive as we headed 
back to base, the ever-obliging boatmen having provided additional water supplies and a tasty snack. 
 
After a pit stop we made the short journey to Carambolim Lake. On one side of the road the open water was 
largely birdless, but we enjoyed scoping the nesting colony of Indian Cormorants. On the other there was a 
marshy area with over 100 Grey-headed Swamphens sitting out in the open, an extraordinary sight. Behind them 
were a variety of waterbirds including 40 Glossy Ibises. Two Pied Kingfishers on the wires gave nice scope 
views, and we finally added another species to our list in the form of Ruddy Shelduck, eight flying in from the far 
distance to land right in front of us. 
 
We decided it would be improper not to pop in for a ‘taster’ sightseeing session in Old Goa; there was time to 
look inside the main cathedral, named Bom Jesus. Then it was time to board the bus. Arriving back at 12.45pm 
we had half an hour to freshen up before lunch.  
 
The temperature was very pleasant indeed today so some of us decided to forsake the first part of our siesta and 
investigate locally following a tip-off from other birders. This proved a good plan. We found a series of saltpans 
and, on them, four Temminck’s Stints, a Marsh Sandpiper and three Pacific Golden Plovers! Fortunately the 
birds were all still there when we returned with the group shortly after 4pm at the start of our late afternoon 
birding session.  
 
We had decided to return to Arpora Woods which had proved so birdy on our first visit, and it was very ‘busy’ 
once again. White-bellied Drongo was the only addition to our list, the views of two birds in flight sadly rather 
fleeting. A Rufous Woodpecker played hide and seek for ages; at least the flight views were reasonable in the 
sunlight! Dusky Crag Martins and Asian Palm Swifts showed well overhead, and we had yet more chances to 
enjoy Indian Robin, Black-headed Cuckooshrike and Common Woodshrike and revise the commoner species 
with which we were becoming familiar. 
 
We could easily have stayed at the woods until dusk, but stuck to our plan of returning to the hotel in time for 
sunset. There was – just – time for a shower before we gathered on the bridge at 6.45pm. Despite recent habitat 
losses in the area, there was still a good population of Indian Flying Foxes and we watched these enormous bats 
leaving their roosts and heading off to feed. Then we headed to the restaurant to run through the checklist for the 
final time, order our Kingfishers and tuck in to the last of our curries! Chicken hydrabadi, dal takda, palak paneer 
and mushroom mutter were some of the chosen dishes tonight. Everyone had remained loyal to the local dishes 
despite traditional western fare being on the menu. 
 
Saturday 18th January 
There was time for the early risers to do some final birding before breakfast. Alexandrine Parakeet was finally 
added to our list, two birds flying over calling raucously. The White-browed Wagtail was still in residence 
between the lakes, whilst a Stork-billed Kingfisher was noted along the river.  
 
Bags safely on the bus, we left at 9.10am, allowing plenty of time given the roadworks along the way. We 
spotted a large group of Rosy Starlings not far from the hotel but surprisingly never did find a Common Myna! 
Traffic was much lighter than expected so we arrived at Dabolim at 10.20am, half an hour before check-in 
opened. Our flight to Mumbai took off late but we were in the air for just 50 minutes. The next stage went more or 
less as expected, some delighted to find ‘proper coffee’, but we were surprised to be asked to identify our 
baggage before it was loaded onto the Emirates flight to Dubai. This was soon forgotten as we were served 
dinner and our first glasses of wine since the outward journey. 
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Sunday 19th January 
We were pleased to find reclining loungers at Dubai airport, but debated whether or not going to sleep was 
actually a good plan! Eventually it was time to head to the gate for our flight to London. With our watches going 
back from around 4am to midnight, after seven hours in the air we landed at 6.50am, 20 minutes ahead of 
schedule. The baggage took a while to arrive, but before long we were able to say our goodbyes and head our 
separate ways, with lots of happy memories from Goa, its wonderful wildlife and glorious weather. 
 
Special thanks to Ramesh for his hard work in making the trip such a success both in the field and at other 
times. Thanks, too, to Gurudas our driver who was unfailingly courteous and totally unflappable! I am indebted to 
Nancy van der Poorten who, after the tour, helped confirm the identity of some of the dragonflies. Thanks to the 
group for your enthusiasm in the field, willingness to share your knowledge, your enjoyment of the other wildlife 
and for sticking with Indian cuisine throughout! Particular thanks to Gary for taking the lead at Bondla when I was 
ill. 
 
 
 
 

ANNOTATED LIST OF SPECIES RECORDED 
(n=245 species) 

 
Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica 

40 at Maina Lake. 250 at Curtorim Lake with 2000+ on flooded rice fields near Maina Lake later the same day. 
Two at the Tropical Spice Plantation. Finally, 24 on the lakes around our Arpora hotel.  

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 
    Eight on the pools opposite Carambolim Lake. 
Cotton Pygmy Goose Nettapus coromandelianus 
    10 at Maina Lake. 30 at Curtorim Lake where we had excellent views in good light. 
Garganey Spatula querquedula 
    200+ in a single flock on flooded rice fields near Maina Lake. 
Northern Shoveler Spatula clypeata 

One at Maina Lake. Five at Curtorim Lake with 50+ on flooded rice fields near Maina Lake later the same day. 
Gadwall Mareca strepera 
    Three at Curtorim Lake. 
Eurasian Wigeon Mareca penelope 
    Three on flooded rice fields near Maina Lake. 
Indian Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha 
    One at Maina Lake. 20 at Curtorim Lake gave splendid views. 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta 
    1500+ on flooded rice fields near Maina Lake in two tight flocks, an amazing spectacle! 

 
Eurasian Teal Anas crecca 
    Seven at Curtorim Lake. 
 

Northern Pintails and Great and Intermediate Egrets near Maina Lake © tour participant John Sykes 
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Red Spurfowl Galloperdix spadicea 
Heard calling at Cotigao. A female with young was seen on a roadside track near Tambdi Surla but 
disappeared all too quickly. 

Grey Junglefowl Gallus sonneratii 
One was glimpsed and others were heard calling at Cotigao; also heard-only at Netravali and Nature’s Nest. 
On our second visit to Bondla three, including a resplendent adult male, gave prolonged views to all. 

Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus 
We had several sightings during the tour, but most were brief. A male then a female with young at Netravali. 
One at Nature’s Nest. Five at our Arpora hotel. Two at Arpora Woods. Finally, two on our journey to Dabolim 
airport. 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
    Five at Curtorim Lake. 
Lesser Flamingo Phoeniconaias minor 

A juvenile with Glossy Ibises on flooded rice fields opposite Maina Lake on 8/1 was a major surprise and a 
proper ‘write-in’ being a lifer for Ramesh; the species is barely annual in Goa. 

Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans 
Six were seen well close to Maina Lake on our first afternoon; we subsequently saw this species on five 
further dates. 

Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus 
    Three in fields close to Bondla. Subsequently seen in flight at Morjim (one) and Shirgao (two). 
Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus 

Two perched in a tree close to the Zuari River; another near Carambolim Lake later the same day. 
Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus 

Three in roadside fields soon after we left Dabolim airport were our first ‘good birds’. We saw no others until 
the last three days of the tour when one at Siolim was followed by 15 at Shirgao, five along the Zuari River 
and 10+ at Carambolim Lake. 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 
300 in flooded rice fields opposite Maina Lake represented an impressive count. 50 were seen at Curtorim 
Lake. We also noted four at Shirgao and 40+ at Carambolim Lake. 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
Three, including two adults, were seen during our Zuari River boat trip. 

Striated Heron Butorides striata 
Only noted along the Zuari River; we tallied four, a couple of which showed splendidly. 

Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii 
    Very common in suitable habitat, with the vast majority still in winter plumage. 
Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus  
    Common and widespread; mostly in small groups with cattle, but we counted over 50 at Shirgao. 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Seen in ones and twos around Maina and Curtorim Lakes, at Shirgao and along the Zuari River. 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

Singles around Maina Lake on both visits. Two at Shirgao gave brilliant views both on the ground and perched 
in bushes. Three at Carambolim Lake. 

Great Egret Ardea alba 
Noted on six dates, with the largest numbers seen along the Zuari River (25) and at Carambolim Lake (20). 

Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia 
Five at Maina Lake on our first afternoon were studied carefully; the count in that area reached double figures 
on our return visit, and we also tallied 10 at Carambolim Lake. Odds ones elsewhere. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
Noted daily, with the highest count at Carambolim Lake (20). 

Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis 
One at Morjim was oblivious to the sun seekers! We noted three more along the Zuari River. 

Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger 
Our first were from the bridge near Cotigao, and we subsequently noted up to five on seven further dates. 

Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis 
Singles early in the tour at Maina and Curtorim Lakes. Three on a roadside pool near Shirgao. 200+ in a 
nesting colony at Carambolim Lake, an impressive sight. 

Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster 
One in flight over Maina Lake. Three gave excellent scope views as they preened at Curtorim Lake. Three 
more at Shirgao. Thereafter one along the Zuari River, two at Carambolim Lake and one at our Arpora hotel. 
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Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
Just when we thought we would miss this species, one chose to fly past two of the group as they strolled to 
lunch at our Arpora hotel! 

Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus 
    First seen at Cotigao, with a further seven singles noted during the tour; we had some fine views. 
Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela 

Noted on five dates; the most memorable sightings included a close perched bird at Cotigao and one 
overhead at Netravali giving its evocative call, one of the real ‘sounds of Asia’! 

Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus 
One at Mollem gave excellent binocular views and was also seen through the scope by those who persevered 
despite the heat! 

Indian Spotted Eagle Clanga hastata  
A juvenile at Shirgao was very welcome; we were primed to note the key features having just been watching 
the following species! 

Greater Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga  
An adult gave prolonged views at Shirgao, seen at eye level then overhead; a few minutes later our scanning 
produced a juvenile for comparison. 

Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 
Pale phase birds were seen on both morning visits to Bondla and our two afternoon trips to Arpora Woods. 

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus 
We enjoyed watching a pair displaying over the forests at Mollem. 

Shikra Accipiter badius 
Noted on six dates; we had great views of an adult at Nature’s Nest and an even closer juvenile at Bondla. 

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus 
Early in the tour we saw two at Maina Lake and one at Curtorim Lake. In the final couple of days we had 
further sightings at Shirgao (two), Socorro Plateau, the Zuari River and Carambolim Lake (three). 

Black Kite Milvus migrans 
Commonly seen during the first and third legs of the tour; we counted 60 in a pre-roost gathering at Arpora 
Woods. In between, just one sighting of three birds in Bhagwaan Mahaveer. 

Black-eared Kite Milvus migrans lineatus 
We scrutinised four perched individuals at Morjim; Ramesh had correctly predicted that we would find this 
subspecies at that site but perhaps nowhere else. 

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus 
Common, widespread and much enjoyed. 

White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster 
Three sightings of this magnificent raptor, all memorable: first seen over Curtorim Lake, another the highlight 
of our trip to the Baga Hills and finally one near the beach at Morjim. 

Common Buzzard (Steppe Buzzard) Buteo buteo vulpinus  
Just one, over the village of Verlem in Netravali. 

White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus 
    Surprisingly scarce, with just six sightings of one to three birds at scattered locations. 
Grey-headed Swamphen Porphyrio poliocephalus 

20 in the Maina Lake area on each visit. 20 at Curtorim Lake. Over 100 on the flooded marshes opposite 
Carambolim Lake, mostly resting out in the open, a truly extraordinary sight given how skulking this species 
can be! 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 
    Two at Maina Lake. 10 at Curtorim Lake. 
Barred Buttonquail Turnix suscitator 

Our ‘flushing mission’ in the undulating grasslands behind the beach at Morjim was highly successful, with 
four birds noted in flight; some of the group had excellent views. 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 
50 on the flooded rice fields opposite Maina Lake. Six at Carambolim Lake. 10 on Arpora saltpans. 

Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus 
We were delighted to find four in a grassy clearing within the forest not far from Nature’s Nest. 

Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus 
Common, widespread and noisy, but worth looking at properly as it is a very fine wader! 

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 
We were grateful to fellow birders staying in our Arpora hotel for alerting us to the nearby saltpans and, as 
they predicted, we found three individuals; the birds allowed close approach.  

 
 



Limosa Trip Report                               India - Goa & Western Ghats 07-19 Jan 2020 

15  •  © Limosa Holidays  limosaholidays.co.uk 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
Two singles were noted on flooded rice fields, one along the road shortly after we left Dabolim and the other 
distantly across a clearing at Mollem. 

Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 
20 on the island at Morjim. 

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus 
At least 20 on the island at Morjim, some of which proved very co-operative. 

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii 
A total of six on the island at Morjim allowed close scrutiny; we felt reasonably proficient at distinguishing this 
species from the preceding one.  

Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus 
Much the scarcer of the two jacanas; we counted three at Maina Lake on our first visit and one there on our 
return, with another single at Curtorim Lake. None were in breeding plumage. 

Bronze-winged Jacana Metopidius indicus 
10 at Maina Lake, where we had good views of both adults and juveniles. A further five were seen at Curtorim 
Lake. 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Just one, seen feeding along the Zuari River during our boat trip. 

Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 
Ten at Morjim. Two along the Zuari River. 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 
Six on the island at Morjim. 

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
Six on the flooded rice fields opposite Maina Lake. 100+ on the marshes opposite Carambolim Lake. 

Ruff Calidris pugnax 
Singles on the flooded rice fields near Maina Lake and on the marshes opposite Carambolim Lake. 

Temminck's Stint Calidris temminckii 
We were chuffed to find four remarkably confiding birds on Arpora saltpans; the views were outstanding and 
we heard the distinctive call. 

 
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 

One of the birds of the trip for many of us, a hyperactive individual was watched feeding for ages on the island 
at Morjim. 

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
    Singles at Netravali, Morjim and Arpora saltpans. 15+ along the Zuari River. 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 

Three at Netravali. One at Siolim. Two at Arpora saltpans. 
Common Redshank Tringa totanus 

40+ along the Zuari River. Seven at Arpora saltpans. 
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 

One of our ‘finds of the week’, a single bird was located on the far side of Arpora saltpans during our ‘recce’; it 
was seen at close range on our return visit. 

 

Temminck's Stints © tour participant Gary Elton 
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Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
Recorded on flooded rice fields at Maina Lake (10+), Siolim (20+) and near Bondla. Three others were noted 
at Arpora saltpans. 

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 
Two were located during our careful scanning of the waders on the flooded rice fields at Maina Lake. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Six on the flooded rice fields opposite Maina Lake. One at Morjim. Four along the Zuari River. Two on Arpora 
saltpans. 

Small Pratincole Glareola lactea 
Two in flight over the garden opposite Curtorim Lake were a real bonus, although they disappeared all too 
quickly. 

Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei 
Two amongst the other roosting gulls at Morjim were welcome if hard to pick out; fortunately we had flight 
views too. 

Brown-headed Gull Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus 
The dominant species in the gull roost at Morjim; we counted over 200. 

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
We were surprised to find just a single individual at Morjim. 

Pallas’s Gull Ichthyaetus ichthyaetus 
    Six cracking birds were the highlight of our visit to the island at Morjim.  
Heuglin’s Gull Larus fuscus heuglini 

The majority of the large gulls in the roosting flock at Morjim were considered to be of this subspecies; we saw 
both adults and immatures. 

Steppe Gull Larus fuscus barabensis 
    A small number of immatures were noted amongst the Heuglin’s Gulls at Morjim. 
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 

Two at Maina Lake. One at Curtorim Lake. At least ten with other gulls and terns at Morjim. One along the 
Zuari River. 

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 
An adult dwarfed the other roosting terns at Morjim. 

Greater Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii 
Just one, with other terns on the island at Morjim; an excellent reward for patient scanning. 

Lesser Crested Tern Thalasseus bengalensis 
We counted over 50 on the island at Morjim, an impressive number. 

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 
Two were noted at Morjim. 

River Tern Sterna aurantia 
    We were delighted to see two in flight on arrival at Curtorim Lake; neither lingered. 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida 
    Two were dip-feeding at Curtorim Lake. 
Feral Pigeon Columba livia 
    Commonly seen in expected locations. 
Nilgiri Wood Pigeon Columba elphinstonii 
    One flew over Dharge village near Tambdi Surla, but it eluded most of us. 
Spotted Dove Stigmatopelia chinensis 
    Seen daily in small numbers. 
Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica 
    Birds whizzed by in typical fashion at Netravali and on both visits to Bondla. 
Grey-fronted Green Pigeon Treron affinis 

Several were seen well at Cotigao, then noted daily in and around Bhagwaan Mahaveer Wildlife Sanctuary, 
with further sightings on both visits to Bondla and at Baga Hills. We had superb scope views and never failed 
to be amazed by the incredible song! 

Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea 
We heard one then had scope views of another at Cotigao where it was one of our main target species. 

Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula badia 
Two were scoped at Cotigao, where it was instructive comparing the call with that of the previous species. A 
total of seven were seen in flight in the Tambdi Surla/Mollem areas, with another noted from the Ragada River 
bridge en route to Bondla. 

Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis parroti 
We had cracking views of a perched bird at Maina Lake on our first afternoon, and subsequently saw or heard 
this species on five further dates. 
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Blue-faced Malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris 
We saw two on our first visit to Bondla, then unexpectedly found others at Mollem, Shirgao and Socorro 
Plateau (two); a very good showing! 

Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus 
First seen from the bridge at Cotigao and, in total, noted on eight dates; we had excellent views of both males 
and females. 

 
Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia 
    One called briefly at Mollem as we were enjoying the nightjars. 
Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica 

A responsive adult gave superb scope views just before dawn at Netravali. 
Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum 
    An inquisitive bird eventually showed very well near Tambdi Surla. 
Sri Lanka Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger 

Ramesh found a roosting pair in the forest not far from Nature’s Nest; it was an incredible privilege to watch 
them, a moment to live long in the memory. 

Jungle Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus 
One was found in a clearing at Mollem during our evening session; it proved unbelievably co-operative! 
Another was heard during the night at Nature’s Nest. 

Jerdon’s Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis 
Although it didn’t sit still for as long as the previous species, one at Mollem was sufficiently well-behaved for 
all of us to see it in the scope and note the plumage differences from the bird we had seen moments before. 
Another was heard calling at Nature’s Nest. 

Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata  
Two were well-watched on our second visit to Bondla, with two more seen along the Zuari River. 

Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis 
One or two were spotted at Netravali, Bondla, Morjim and Arpora Woods, but most sightings were brief. 

Little Swift Apus affinis 
Seen at Bondla (40), Mollem (10), Tambdi Surla temple and Arpora Woods (six) by those with eyes to the 
skies! 

Malabar Trogon Harpactes fasciatus 
Three together at the end of a wonderful morning at Cotigao will live long in the memory; we managed 
cracking scope views of a male which perched for ages in typical fashion. 

Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis 
One in a forest clearing at Mollem was seen superbly through the scopes; another nearby the following day 
was more distant, as were two at Bestora Fields. 

Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis 
One was heard in the grounds of Nature’s Nest. Two were seen along the Zuari River but sadly neither were 
very obliging. One was noted briefly along the river by our Arpora hotel. 

White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis 
    Seen in small numbers most days during the tour; we had a number of excellent views. 
 
 

Female Asian Koel © tour participant Gary Elton 
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Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata 
One along the river at Tambdi Surla gave cracking views. Another on the Zuari River perched in the middle of 
what was clearly its favoured bush as the boatmen were fully expecting to see it there! 

Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris 
We saw at least six different individuals during our boat trip along the Zuari River, a remarkably high count 
given that it can sometimes be tricky to find; several posed splendidly for the photographers! 

Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting 
We had two amazing encounters with this beautiful bird, firstly by the bridge adjacent to the Tambdi Surla 
temple and then as we relaxed at the Tropical Spice Plantation; the second was catching fish attracted to the 
surface by the food thrown into the water by other tourists. 

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
We counted at least eight along the Zuari River, and also saw singles at Maina Lake, Cotigao, Shirgao and 
Arpora. 

Oriental Dwarf Kingfisher Ceyx erithaca 
Ramesh’s expertise and persistence meant that we had stunning looks at this tiny kingfisher on our second 
visit to Bondla; one of the real highlights of the tour. 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 
One at Mollem was very distant and only seen in flight, so we were pleased to find two more at Carambolim 
Lake where we scoped the birds as they sat on wires. 

Blue-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis athertoni 
    Two were the highlight of the first visit to Bondla; the views were splendid. 
Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis 

We never got tired of watching this or the following species despite the number of sightings; it was noted daily, 
the highest counts being 15 at Cotigao, 100+ at Baga Hills and 50+ at Arpora Woods, the latter both 
seemingly pre-roost gatherings. 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus 
First seen at Maina Lake on our first afternoon, where we counted 10. Thereafter one to six were noted daily 
during the first and third legs of our tour; it was largely absent during our second leg but we found five in a 
clearing at Mollem. 

Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti 
One perched obligingly on wires near the river bridge at Cotigao and was enjoyed through the scopes not only 
by our group but several local children too! We found two more on our second visit to Bondla. 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 
One was seen in flight in a forest clearing not far from Nature’s Nest.  

Malabar Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus 
Two were seen in flight near the river bridge at Cotigao but soon disappeared, so we were pleased to find two 
more in Dharge village near Tambdi Surla. Also noted on our first visit to Bondla. 

Malabar Grey Hornbill Ocyceros griseus 
We eventually had good views at Cotigao having only heard or glimpsed the first ones there. Six were counted 
on the first visit to Bondla with one there on the second. Further singles were noted on two dates at Mollem, 
and at Shirgao. 

Indian Grey Hornbill Ocyceros birostris 
    One flew across the river as we headed for the bridge at Cotigao but was too quick for most. 
Brown-headed Barbet Psilopogon zeylanicus 

We enjoyed hearing this species ‘revving up’ before beginning its monotonous call, noting it on eight dates 
during the tour. The vast majority were heard-only, but we had excellent scope views in Dharge village near 
Tambdi Surla. 

White-cheeked Barbet Psilopogon viridis 
We tallied four at Netravali, one of which gave excellent views as we ambled along a path in Verlem village. 

Malabar Barbet Psilopogon malabaricus 
Several were heard but not seen at Cotigao, so we were pleased to have superb scope views at Netravali the 
following day. Noted daily during the Nature’s Nest leg of the tour but not thereafter. 

Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus 
Seen by some but not all of the group at Cotigao and on both visits to Bondla, so we were relieved to find 
more obliging individuals at Socorro Plateau and Arpora Woods. 

Heart-spotted Woodpecker Hemicircus canente 
One was heard tapping at Cotigao, but it flew off before we saw it properly. Another was heard calling at 
Mollem but not seen. Failing to get a good view of this species was one of very few disappointments on the 
tour. 
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Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker Yungipicus nanus 
Singles at Cotigao, Nature’s Nest, Mollem, Tambdi Surla and Bondla; most of us managed good views of at 
least one. 

White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis 
We had great views of one in a clearing at Cotigao and even better looks at one of two others in the forest at 
Mollem: one of the highlights of the tour! 

Common Flameback Dinopium javanense 
One in trees adjacent to a clearing at Cotigao was heard by all but seen by just two of us; the call was clearly 
different from the related species. 

Black-rumped Flameback Dinopium benghalense 
We had respectable views on our first morning at Cotigao and noted this species on five further dates; it was 
seen in a wider variety of habitats than the other woodpeckers. 

Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus 
Two were seen briefly at Cotigao before another gave superb scope views at Netravali the following day. We 
noted three other singles in the Nature’s Nest/Bhagwaan Mahaveer area. 

White-naped Woodpecker Chrysocolaptes festivus 
This sought-after woodpecker was scoped for ages in the palms at Nature’s Nest on two dates during our 
stay, with two birds present. We heard another at Shirgao. 

Rufous Woodpecker Micropternus brachyurus 
Singles at Bondla and Arpora Woods were vocal but remained hidden in the trees; our best views were in 
flight at the latter site. 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
Just one, around Verlem village in Netravali. 

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus 
A remarkably approachable individual was seen from our boat on the Zuari River; it was considered to be of 
the migrant race calidus. 

Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala 
    Noted on six dates, our best views coming in the open area at Mollem. 
Blue-winged (Malabar) Parakeet Psittacula columboides 

20+ were seen as they headed to roost near Nature’s Nest. Pairs were seen the following day at Mollem and 
Tambdi Surla. 

Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria 
Two raucous individuals flew over our Arpora hotel shortly after dawn on our last day in Goa, the final addition 
to the trip list. 

Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri 
Seen in very small numbers most days during our time in north Goa. 

Vernal Hanging Parrot Loriculus vernalis 
Odd ones were glimpsed as they whizzed by in and around Nature’s Nest before, as Ramesh promised, we 
had stunning views of 60+ feeding at dawn on our last morning there. 

Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura 
At dusk one was heard then seen in typical fashion under an isolated set of trees near the river at Cotigao. 
Surprisingly we didn’t subsequently find any others. 

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus 
Two at Bondla were followed by two more at Arpora Woods, one of which gave remarkably prolonged scope 
views. 

Malabar Woodshrike Tephrodornis silvicola 
One was spotted with a feeding flock at Cotigao and showed well to some. At Bondla one was heard on our 
first visit and another was glimpsed on the second. 

Common Woodshrike Tephrodornis pondicerianus 
One or two were seen at Mollem, Arpora Woods and Socorro Plateau; we had several excellent views. 

Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus 
Two at Netravali with 15 at Patnem later the same day. Subsequently noted at Bondla and Mollem. 

Common Iora Aegithina tiphia 
First noted shortly after we arrived at Nature’s Nest, and seen thereafter on all but one day, often very well. 

Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus 
Three at Cotigao, two at Mollem and two at Nature’s Nest were the only sightings until the last leg of the tour, 
the species being noted daily thereafter with up to four at Baga Hills, Arpora Woods, Siolim and Socorro 
Plateau.  

Orange Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus 
    We scoped four, including both males and females, at Cotigao on our first morning. 
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Black-headed Cuckooshrike Lalage melanoptera 
We had several opportunities to watch this species, finding two at Mollem including a male, one at Socorro 
Plateau, one at Arpora Woods on our first visit there and two including a male when we returned. 

 
Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus 

Four singles were noted during the tour, at Cotigao, Dharge village near Tambdi Surla, Mollem and Shirgao. 
Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach 

Two at Netravali. Singles at Bondla, Mollem and Socorro Plateau. Three at Shirgao. 
Indian Golden Oriole Oriolus kundoo 

Early in the tour we found three at Cotigao and one at Curtorim Lake. One at Mollem was the only further 
sighting until we reached Arpora; subsequently we noted two at Socorro Plateau, two on each visit to Arpora 
Woods, one at Carambolim Lake and a staggering 15 at Shirgao! 

Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus 
Five singles were recorded, the first at Cotigao, then on both visits to Bondla and finally at Baga Hills and 
Arpora Woods.  

Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus 
Three in an open grassy area not far from Nature’s Nest. One at Siolim. Three at Shirgao. One near the Zuari 
River. 

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus 
First seen at Cotigao, with up to four noted on eight further dates. In contrast to the preceding species, very 
much associated with forest edge.  

White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus caerulescens 
Two whizzed over on our second visit to Arpora Woods, but frustratingly they were only seen by those already 
looking up. 

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus 
One at Cotigao was only seen by Ramesh, so two at Bondla on the first visit were most welcome. 

Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus 
Three at Bondla on our first visit. One at Mollem the following day.  

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus 
This species is often the leader of the pack in forest flocks, and we had several excellent views, birds being 
noted at Cotigao (two), Bondla (both visits), Mollem and Nature’s Nest. 

White-spotted Fantail Rhipidura albogularis 
Singles were glimpsed at Bondla and Baga Hills. We had excellent views of up to three at Arpora Woods on 
both visits. Further singles were noted along the Zuari River and at our Arpora hotel. 

Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea 
A female was seen by some in a mixed feeding flock at Cotigao. Two on our second visit to Bondla showed 
much better. 

Indian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi 
Two at Cotigao were leader-only. We had brief sightings of one close to Verlem village in Netravali and two in 
the forests between Nature’s Nest and Tambdi Surla. Finally, the male we found on arrival at Shirgao was 
stunningly co-operative and much enjoyed! 

Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda 
    Singles at Dharge village near Tambdi Surla and Bondla. Two on the Socorro Plateau. 

A female Black-headed Cuckooshrike poses perfectly © tour participant Gary Elton 



Limosa Trip Report                               India - Goa & Western Ghats 07-19 Jan 2020 

21  •  © Limosa Holidays  limosaholidays.co.uk 

House Crow Corvus splendens 
Common and widespread away from the ‘proper’ forests. 

Indian Jungle Crow Corvus culminatus 
Seen every day, in significant numbers, during the first two legs of the tour. 

Malabar Lark Galerida malabarica 
Two were found along the roadside at Bestora Fields; we had stopped there specifically to look for this 
species so were delighted to find them! 

Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla  
    One was scoped in a grassy clearing not far from Nature’s Nest. 
Grey-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus priocephalus 
    Five at Cotigao showed superbly well. Two others on the Socorro Plateau were heard-only. 
Flame-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus gularis 

One at Cotigao was leader-only, but we didn’t have to wait long with two giving frame-filling scope views at our 
raptor watchpoint in Netravali the following day. One or two were subsequently noted at Dharge village near 
Tambdi Surla and on both visits to Bondla. 

Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus 
    One of the most iconic species of a birding tour to Asia; we recorded it in small numbers every day. 
Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer 

Seen daily in small numbers. 
White-browed Bulbul Pycnonotus luteolus 

Recorded at Cotigao (two), Bondla (two on both visits), Nature’s Nest, Morjim and the Socorro Plateau, but 
most of us managed glimpses at best. 

Yellow-browed Bulbul Acritillas indica 
Two were heard-only at Cotigao, but we had excellent views at Netravali near the ‘Gaur site’; we tallied six 
during the day. One or two were subsequently noted at Nature’s Nest, Mollem and Bondla. 

Square-tailed Bulbul Hypsipetes ganeesa 
Four were seen briefly in flight at Netravali. Four more in an open area at Mollem showed well; we had great 
scope views. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
    Noted on seven dates, our only significant count being 40+ along the Zuari River. 
Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 

Five on our first afternoon at Maina Lake, then up to three seen on seven further dates; we had great views of 
perched hirundines by the Ragada River bridge close to Bondla. 

Dusky Crag Martin Ptyonoprogne concolor 
    Two on our first visit to Bondla. Up to four on each visit to Arpora Woods.  
Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica  
    Three at Curtorim Lake, then seen daily, the maximum count being four at Arpora Woods. 
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 

Those of us familiar with this species were fully primed when one called at Netravali; it proved highly 
responsive and gave surprisingly good views. A lifer for Ramesh! 

Green Warbler Phylloscopus nitidus 
A couple were heard at Cotigao, but we had to wait nearly a week before we saw one, at eye level by the 
Ragada River bridge. Thereafter it proved more numerous than Greenish during our stay at Arpora, with 
records most days including 10+ calling along the Zuari River.  

Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides 
Commonly heard and occasionally seen during the first two legs of the tour, most records being from well-
wooded areas including 10+ at Netravali. Apparently absent later on, apart from singles on both visits to 
Arpora Woods. 

Western Crowned Warbler Phylloscopus occipitalis 
Singles in mixed feeding flocks at Cotigao, Netravali and Bondla. 

Blyth's Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum 
Heard virtually every day, and seen from time to time by those who persevered! We tallied 12 at Shirgao. 

Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 
    Singles heard at Maina Lake and Siolim. Two seen at Bestora Fields. 
Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii 
    Three at Bondla. Three at Baga Hills. One at Morjim. Two on each visit to Arpora Woods. 
Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis 

First seen at Bondla, then recorded on five consecutive days, with 10 counted at Shirgao. 
Plain Prinia Prinia inornata 
    Three at Shirgao. Three at Carambolim Lake. One at Arpora Woods. 
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Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius 
    Regularly heard throughout the tour, but often remarkably difficult to spot. 
Indian Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus horsfieldii 
    We found four at Netravali, one of which showed extremely well near Verlem village. 
Tawny-bellied Babbler Dumetia hyperythra 

Three, including an adult feeding a juvenile, in the grounds of Nature’s Nest were a real surprise. We found 
three more on our first visit to Arpora Woods.  

Dark-fronted Babbler Rhopocichla atriceps 
Six, in two groups of three, were tracked down at Netravali and actually showed well! 

Brown-cheeked Fulvetta Alcippe poioicephala 
Two heard at Cotigao. Two seen well by some of us at Netravali. Further singles at Mollem, Bondla and the 
Tropical Spice Plantation. 

 
Puff-throated Babbler Pellorneum ruficeps 

Two showed well on several occasions at the Nature’s Nest bird bath. We also noted one near Tambdi Surla 
and three at Bondla. 

Jungle Babbler Argya striata 
    Heard-only at Cotigao. Sightings of groups at Bondla, close to Nature’s Nest and at Mollem. 
Rufous Babbler Argya subrufa 

Everyone heard this species calling at Netravali, but few of us were fortunate to get even a glimpse despite at 
least four birds being present. 

Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella 
Three at Cotigao, a male and two females one of which we scoped. A further male was seen well by some of 
us at Mollem. 

Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis 
Seen on three occasions at Cotigao, one bird giving scope views! One was seen on the first visit to Bondla, 
with two birds noted on our return. 

Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus 
Recorded on eight dates, with double figure counts at Maina Lake, Netravali and Bondla. Amazingly we never 
saw a Common Myna! 

Chestnut-tailed Starling Sturnia malabarica 
Very few seen, the only records being from Cotigao (one), Maina Lake (two, with Jungle Mynas) and Socorro 
Plateau (two). 

Malabar (Blyth’s) Starling Sturnia blythii 
    20 at Cotigao. Two at Bondla. 10 at Mollem. We had several lovely views. 
Rosy Starling Pastor roseus 

Two at Mollem. 10 at Morjim. 20 near our Arpora hotel as we headed for the airport. 
Orange-headed Thrush Geokichla citrina cyanotus 

One showed very well on and off in the grounds of Nature’s Nest. Further singles were seen at Mollem, 
Bondla and Arpora Woods. 

Indian Blackbird Turdus simillimus 
    Singles were noted briefly at Bondla and Arpora Woods. 
 

Brown-cheeked Fulvetta © tour participant Gary Elton 
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Indian Robin Saxicoloides fulicatus 
First seen in the garden opposite Curtorim Lake. We enjoyed further views of males and females at Bondla, 
Baga Hills, Arpora Woods and Socorro Plateau. 

Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis 
First noted at Netravali then seen daily, often very well; a much under-rated bird! 

White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus 
Only recorded at Bondla, where one was seen on the first visit and heard singing on the second. 

Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica 
One was well-watched as we descended from Netravali. Another was seen briefly at Curtorim the following 
day. 

Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui 
We had cracking views of one along the river at Tambdi Surla, and found another at Bondla on our second 
visit there. 

Tickell’s Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae 
Seen and/or heard most days, our best views coming at Netravali and in the grounds of Nature’s Nest. 

Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus 
Singles on both visits to Bondla. 

Indian Blue Robin Luscinia brunnea 
A stunning male sat still long enough for everyone to get scope views at Netravali, one of the ‘Champagne 
Moments’ of the tour! Another was heard calling at Bondla whilst we were enjoying the Oriental Dwarf 
Kingfisher. 

Malabar Whistling Thrush Myophonus horsfieldii 
One showed very well to some of the group along the river near the Tambdi Surla temple but eluded others, 
so we were pleased to find another on an adjacent river two days later; it was distant but seen in the scopes. 
Several others were heard only including two at Cotigao, two at Netravali and one at Bondla. 

Taiga Flycatcher Ficedula albicilla 
Two were seen in the garden opposite Curtorim Lake, one of which was very well-behaved! 

Blue-capped Rock Thrush Monticola cinclorhyncha 
A fabulous male showed superbly on our second visit to Bondla. 

Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maurus 
We had to wait until the third leg of the tour before encountering this species, but then had several chances to 
study males and females with sightings at Morjim, Shirgao, Bestora Fields, Carambolim Lake and Arpora. 

Pied Bush Chat Saxicola caprata 
We found a pair at Bestora Fields during a speculative roadside stop; both birds were distant, another male on 
wires close to our Arpora hotel later the same day was much closer. 

Jerdon's Leafbird Chloropsis jerdoni 
First seen in the garden opposite Curtorim Lake; also noted in ones and twos at Bondla, Arpora Woods, 
Shirgao, Socorro Plateau and Nature’s Nest where we had great views at the bird bath. 

Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons 
Apparently less common than Jerdon’s, but we managed to find two at Bondla, two at Mollem and one at 
Arpora Woods. 

Thick-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum agile 
Two showed well on wires in Dharge village near Tambdi Surla. Another was noted at Mollem. 

Pale-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum erythrorhynchos 
Singles in the garden opposite Curtorim Lake and at Shirgao. Two in trees near where we boarded the boat 
on the Zuari River. 

Nilgiri Flowerpecker Dicaeum concolor 
Three at Cotigao were well-watched. One was heard at Netravali. One in the garden at Nature’s Nest showed 
well to some. 

Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica 
    First seen at Netravali and noted on six dates, but only in ones and twos. 
Crimson-backed Sunbird Leptocoma minima 

Seen daily during the first two legs of the tour; especially common at Netravali and in the grounds of Nature’s 
Nest. Just one record thereafter, a single bird at Arpora Woods. 

Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus 
    Common, widespread and – like the other sunbirds – much admired! 
Loten’s Sunbird Cinnyris lotenius 

We scoped a male at Cotigao, saw two more at Netravali plus a female at Bondla and finally a male at 
Nature’s Nest. 
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Vigors's Sunbird Aethopyga vigorsii 
A male showed well but briefly in the garden opposite Curtorim Lake; you had to be in the right place at the 
right time to see it. 

Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra 
One in flight at Cotigao. One seen several times in the grounds of Nature’s Nest. One at the Tropical Spice 
Plantation. Up to two on both visits to Bondla. 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
Only seen in North Goa, with four around the car park at Morjim and six others at Shirgao. 

Yellow-throated Sparrow Gymnoris xanthocollis 
Two were found in Dharge village; four were seen equally well at Mollem the following day. 

Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus 
Three were noted on wires at Shirgao; later the same day we found a feeding group of eight at Socorro 
Plateau. 

Red Avadavat Amandava amandava 
Perseverance paid off at Shirgao with the discovery of a male which showed well on wires to some and was 
seen and heard calling in flight by the rest of us. 

White-rumped Munia Lonchura striata 
    Noted on seven dates, mostly in small numbers but we found a flock of 50+ at Siolim. 
Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata 

Up to 15 at Bondla on both visits, five more at Nature’s Nest, also five at Morjim and two at Siolim, but most 
sightings were brief so this species managed to elude some of the group. 

Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus 
One showed very well to most of the group on two dates in the grounds of Nature’s Nest; those who had 
missed it were relieved when we found another deep in the forest at Bondla. 

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Two in flooded rice fields opposite Maina Lake. 10 in similar habitat at Siolim. All were female/immature types, 
perhaps of the subspecies beema. 

Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
    Singles at Bondla and along the river near Tambdi Surla. 
White-browed Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis 

One at Cotigao and four at Curtorim Lake were unmemorable, another was noted at Bondla before finally 
most of us had superb views of a singing male within our hotel grounds at Arpora. 

Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus 
The pipit lovers in the group had plenty of opportunities to study this species and listen to its call. One at 
Curtorim Lake was distant, six in a grassy clearing at Mollem were very approachable and we had further 
sightings on three days in the coastal area. 

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 
    One on the ground on the forest edge at Mollem was behaving like an OBP! 
Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 
    One at Mollem showed well but briefly to some but not all of the group. 
Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps 
    One in Dharge village was thoroughly scrutinised. 
 
MAMMALS (12 species) 
Indian Pipistrelle Pipistrellus coromandra 
Fulvous Fruit Bat (Leschenault's Rousette) Rousettus leschenaultii 
Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus 
Bonnet Macaque Macaca radiata 
Southern Plains Grey Langur Semnopithecus dussumieri 
Smooth-coated Otter Lutra perspicillata 
Indian Grey Mongoose Herpestes edwardsii 
Chital (Spotted Deer) Axis axis 
Gaur (Indian Bison) Bos gaurus 
Indian (Three-striped) Palm Squirrel Funambulus palmarum 
Indian (Malabar) Giant Squirrel Ratufa indica 
House Rat Rattus rattus 



Limosa Trip Report                               India - Goa & Western Ghats 07-19 Jan 2020 

25  •  © Limosa Holidays  limosaholidays.co.uk 

 BUTTERFLIES (43 species)                                         
Common Small Flat Sarangesa dasahara 
Chestnut Bob Iambrix salsala 
Common Mormon Papilio polytes 
Blue Mormon Papilio polymnestor 
Lime Butterfly Papilio demoleus 
Common Rose Atrophaneura aristolochiae 
Southern Birdwing Troides minos 
Small Grass Yellow Eurema brigitta 
Common Grass Yellow Eurema hecabe 
Common Gull Cepora nerissa 
Common Jezebel Delias eucharis 
Psyche Leptosia nina 
Monkey Puzzle Rathinda amor 
Common Pierrot Castalius rosimon 
Common Lineblue Prosotas nora 
Common Cerulean Jamides celeno 
Pea Blue (Long-tailed Blue) Lampides boeticus 
Tiny Grass Blue Zizula hylax 
Plum Judy Abisara echerius 
Striped (Common) Tiger Danaus genutia 
Plain Tiger Danaus chrysippus 
Glassy Tiger Parantica aglea 
Common Crow Euploea core 
Malabar Tree Nymph Idea malabarica 
Black Rajah Charaxes solon 
Common Evening Brown Melanitis leda 
Common Fivering Ypthima baldus 
Common Fourring Ypthima huebneri 
Tawny Coster Acraea violae 
Rustic Cupha erymanthis 
Colour Sergeant Athyma nefte 
Common Lascar Pantoporia hordonia 
Common Sailer Neptis hylas 
Clipper Parthenos sylvia 
Red Spot Duke Dophla evelina 
Angled Castor Ariadne ariadne 
Common Castor Ariadne merione 
Yellow Pansy Junonia hierta 
Chocolate Pansy (Soldier) Junonia iphita 
Grey Pansy Junonia atlites 
Peacock Pansy Junonia almana 
Lemon Pansy Junonia lemonias 
Great Eggfly Hypolimnas bolina 
  
DRAGONFLIES (11 species)  
Clear-winged Forest Glory Vestalis gracilis 
Blue Bush Dart Copera vittata 
Blue Grass Dart Pseudagrion microcephalum 
Brown-backed Marsh Hawk Orthetrum chrysis 
Green Marsh Hawk Orthetrum sabina 
Scarlet Skimmer Crocothemis servilia 
Blue Ground Skimmer Diplacodes trivialis 
Fulvous Forest Skimmer Neurothemis fulvia 
Pied Paddy Skimmer Neurothemis tullia 
Crimson Marsh Glider Trithemis aurora 
Common Picturewing Rhyothemis variegata 
 

Common Pierrots mating © tour participant John Sykes 

Pied Paddy Skimmer © tour participant Gary Elton 


