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Spain | Extremadura & La Mancha 
 
Tour leaders: Fernando Enrique & Gary Elton 
with Robin Arch, Lesley Coley, Martin Collett, Bill Hynd, Roger Lee, John & Di Osborne, Louise Rowlands, 
Norman Sills & Linda Gascoigne 
 
 
Monday 19th November 
After a trouble-free flight the group arrived on time at Madrid Airport. With luggage collection completed, we 
headed to the vehicle hire desk and then hit the open road, destination Extremadura. We stopped for an 
enjoyable ‘tapas’ style lunch en route pausing after to bird briefly, looking out over the open fields behind the 
restaurant. A small group of half a dozen Red Kites circled over the area immediately in front of us and as we 
watched them they were joined by two juvenile Spanish Imperial Eagles! Several Common Buzzards joined the 
group and we enjoyed great views as they circled round together, with the Buzzards dwarfed by the immense 
size and power of the eagles. Unbelievably, a third eagle appeared, not to join the group but flying low and away 
from us over the furthest edge of the field. This time an adult bird, which banked briefly for us, showing all its 
salient features before disappearing from view. Other birds seen here included Iberian Grey Shrike and 
Stonechat, though with time slipping away we decided to continue our journey. We made one more roadside 
stop, at a large pool on the outskirts of Peraleda de la Mata. Common cranes were the first birds seen, as small 
groups flew over and past us on their way to roost. The pool itself revealed several duck species including Teal, 
Pochard and Tufted Duck and single Spotted Redshank and Greenshank were found on the water’s edge. 
Passerines seen included a Black Redstart, several more Stonechats and three Grey Wagtails. The biggest 
surprise here, though, was a Hobby, seen well as it flew high and past us, a very late record for the area. We 
continued on to Trujllo arriving at Viña las Torres to a warm welcome and an enjoyable first evening. 
 
Tuesday 20th November 
We awoke to a damp start to the day and after breakfast we set off to the plains between Trujillo and Caceres. 
We made good time, the journey taking only around 20 minutes. Our route was to be a circular one, entering the 
plains on the road north towards Santa Marta de Magasca and then heading east to rejoin the road back to 
Trujillo. Rain was in the air as we drove along but - as luck had it - as we made our first stop the rain eased and 
stopped, with the rest of the day remaining dry, though windy. That said, what a day it proved to be! Initial 
sightings included some of the regions more typical commoner species, such as Iberian Magpie, Crested Lark, 
Corn Buntings and Iberian Grey Shrike. Our first hoped-for target species quickly followed in the form of a flock 
of male Great Bustards, over 20 birds in total, seen strutting around on the plain and then in flight. As we moved 
further around our route, these were quickly followed by hoped-for sandgrouse with both species seen, though 
Black- bellied - whilst less numerous - gave the best views. A large group of around 40 Little Bustards were 
found on the ground in amongst the nettle beds before taking flight and coming right over us. Both Griffon and 
Cinerous (Black) Vulture  joined our growing list plus the expected Black Redstarts, Stonechats, Golden Plover 
and Lapwings. The biggest surprise here though was a large Wild Boar, watched racing across the nearby fields 
and disturbing a much appreciated Iberian Hare!  
 
Before we knew it the morning had gone and we headed to Santa Marta de Magasca for a welcome coffee and 
facilities break before lunch at a nearby picnic area. After lunch we continued our journey, with our first stop an 
impromptu one which produced an adult Golden Eagle in the company of several Griffon Vultures. Our next stop 
was a planned one at the banks of the Rio Almonte, the first bird was a Kingfisher and our visit here also gave 
us additions such as Sardinian Warbler, Crag Martin, Serin and Mistle Thrush. Several speculative stops were 
then made to check out the roadside fields as we drove along with one of these stops revealing a dead Sparrow 
on the road. The bird was fresh and on closer inspection was found to be a Rock Sparrow - a species we hoped 
we would see in a healthier condition over the forthcoming days. More stops followed and we couldn't have 
hoped for a better afternoon, Hoopoe and Iberian Grey Shrikes almost became default species and the numbers 
of larks and pipits were staggering, especially Calandra Larks, with flocks numbering several hundred. At least 
three male and one ringtail Hen Harrier, a Little Owl, a Merlin, another flock of around 50 Little Bustards and 
around 200 Pin-tailed Sandgrouse concluded an amazing first full day in the field.  Returning to the hotel we 
showered and changed, carried out the day’s log before enjoying an entertaining wine tasting session hosted by 
Juan Pedro, which to everyone's credit they entered into whole heartedly!  
 
Wednesday 21st November 
We awoke to a cloudy morning but at least it was dry! A short walk outside the guest house gave us nice views 
of the hoped-for Hawfinch. The first a flyover, followed shortly by a perched bird in the top of tall tree at the side 
of the house, which did the decent thing and allowed telescopes to be trained on it as it sat there preening. We 
boarded the bus and headed south to Zorita and the plains along the road to Campo Lugar. We drove along the 
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road taking the opportunity to stop and scan the area when we could. As yesterday the grassland areas were 
alive with birds, flocks of Corn Buntings, Meadow Pipits, Skylarks and Calandra Larks were easily heard and 
seen. Common Cranes were also a feature of the morning, in fact the day, with small groups constantly seen 
travelling from or to their roosting and feeding sites. Other species seen included more Great Bustards, around 
20 in total, a male Hen Harrier, a perched Merlin and three sightings of Black-bellied Sandgrouse with a total of 
nine birds. 
 
A pair of perched Kestrels on closer scrutiny were found to be Lesser Kestrels, very much a bonus as the 
majority of this species have departed south to warmer climes! Our last stop of the morning was at a small farm 
where a flock of at least 20 Stone-curlews was a welcome addition and other species here included a Little Owl 
and a Green Sandpiper. A coffee and comfort stop was followed by the short drive to our next destination, the 
Alcollarin Reservoir for lunch and a change of habitat and hopefully some new birds!  This was certainly the 
case with the reservoir itself having flocks of thousands of ducks, mainly Shoveler, Teal and Mallard with 
smaller numbers of Pintail and Wigeon. Hundreds of Great Crested and Little Grebes were found amongst them 
and closer inspection revealed at least two Black-necked Grebes present. A perched Kingfisher gave nice views 
and shorebirds were represented with Common and Green Sandpiper and Ringed Plover around the reservoir 
edge. The habitat around the reservoir gave us an even wider selection of species. These included the more 
expected such as Hoopoe, Sardinian Warbler, Crag Martin and Chiffchaff but also less expected such as 
Hawfinch, seven Woodlark and Thekla Larks. Pride of place went to the soaring pair of adult Bonelli's Eagles, 
slowly circling above the trees and allowing scope views for most of the group.  We returned to base where we 
showered, changed, carried out the log before heading back out for an evening in Trujillo. We had a short walk 
around the square before enjoying a relaxing and enjoyable evening meal in a local restaurant.  
 
Thursday 22nd November  
After another excellent breakfast we spent a short time birding outside the front of the guest house, with the 
highlight being another Hawfinch, after which we set off for our destination of the day, Monfragüe National Park. 
Monfragüe is without any doubt the flagship of natural Extremadura. The national park encompasses a series of 
low, rocky hills along the Tagus River, with remnant of dense Mediterranean forest on its north-facing slopes. 
We had chosen today to visit the park based on the prediction of fine weather but, unfortunately, as is often the 
case, this wasn't quite as promised! The day turned out largely overcast and, at times, wet, though fortunately 
this didn't impact on our enjoyment of our day or the birds we saw! Our first stop was at the Rio Almonte, not a 
planned stop but a swift in amongst the circling Crag Martins caught both of the drivers’ attentions, so we pulled 
over and climbed out. The bird was seen well circling above us, though the poor light made assessing any detail 
difficult; a combination of brown plumage, pale throat and time of year lead us to the conclusion of it being a late 
Pallid Swift. The stop here, it turned out, was somewhat fortuitous, with a Cirl Bunting appearing on a nearby 
wall and fence line allowing nice scope views, followed by a male Otter in the river, watched catching and 
swallowing fish. We continued to the park, stopping at the Peña Falcon Watch point. Here, both Griffon and 
Cinereous Vultures put on an impressive show, with over 100 circling high above and around their annual 
breeding site. The excitement didn't stop there with at least two male Blue Rock Thrushes, two Firecrests, 
Short-toed Treecreeper, Peregrine and a surprisingly late Red-rumped Swallow all seen. Dozens of Crag 
Martins were also noted hanging onto the cliff face close to us, preening and seemingly extracting moisture from 
the lichen hanging there.  
 
The weather had unfortunately taken a turn for the worst and lunch time was approaching so we headed to the 
visitor centre in the middle of the park. Coffee followed and after a chat with an accommodating proprietor it was 
agreed we could sit in the covered area in the back of the bar to eat our lunch. Several Black Redstarts and 
Thekla Larks could be seen on the grass in front of us as we ate and once we had finished we continued on our 
journey.  Our afternoon’s route took us to the Portilla del Tietar watch point, stopping at La Tajadilla picnic area 
en route. This latter stop produced the first of two Great Egrets, with the second seen a short while later further 
along the route. Several Red Deer herds were a non-avian distraction as we traveled along, with the animals at 
times taking a 'freeze rather than run' approach to our presence!  A hoped-for species in this area of the park 
was Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and after several failed attempts we finally got lucky with a showy male bird 
performing admirably for us, a real bonus and for UK birders an increasingly scarce bird! With time ticking on 
and the weather deteriorating, we turned and headed back to the hotel for another welcome and enjoyable 
evening meal.  
 
Friday 23rd November 
Another rather cold and cloudy start to the day was apparent as we appeared for breakfast. We boarded the bus 
and this morning drove south again, towards a clearing sky which promised a nice day ahead. This time our 
destination was the rice and maize fields near Vegas Altas, where thousands of Common Cranes spend the 
winter every year. But before that, we made a small detour and we arrived at a small pond surrounded by reeds 
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near Madrigalejo. This tiny wetland has been home to a wintering Moustached Warbler, a very rare bird in 
Extremadura. The bird unfortunately refused to play ball for us, clearly present as its distinct ticking contact call 
was heard several times, but it annoyingly refused to show. Some consolation came in the form of a group of 
nine Great Bustards and our first Common Cranes of the day viewed from the elevated hide at the site. We 
continued on south, arriving at the rice fields where we were met with the sight of Common Cranes in their 
thousands and seemingly everywhere we looked! Cattle and Little Egrets and White Storks were also seen as 
were several buzzy groups of Common Waxbills and Red Avadavats. These exotics birds are now one of the 
most common features in the local avifauna, the latter being a result of wedding releases which seemingly at 
one time was a popular thing to do! 
 
We drove around the rice fields on the western side of the main road, making regular stops to check the fields 
for new species and enjoy the spectacle of the sheer number of birds present! Birds seen included more Great 
Bustards, both feeding on the ground and in flight, a male Hen Harrier, Reed Bunting, Water Pipit and Zitting 
Cisticolas. The sound and sight of the cranes was definitely the highlight; on one occasion a colour-ringed bird 
was spotted and, with some online detective work, the bird had seemingly originated from Latvia. As had 
become the norm for this trip, a late morning coffee break at a local bar followed with the whole process from an 
ordering perspective now carried out with breath taking efficiency!  A short drive followed as we lunched around 
the picnic area at Finca Moheda Alta taking the opportunity to enjoy the warmth of the sun, something that 
up until now had been in short supply! We spent the early part of the afternoon around the reserve, visiting the 
hides overlooking the dehesa and rice fields and then moving on to the small nearby irrigation reservoir. 
Highlights included at least two, possibly three Black Storks, a brief Bluethroat, Great Egrets, a pair of Shelduck, 
a Sparrowhawk, some welcome views of Serin and Cettis Warbler plus some non-avian additions in the form of 
a Common Darter dragonfly and Clouded Yellow and Red Admiral Butterflies.  
 
Our next stop was Cubilar Reservoir, a regular site for the last few years for a wintering Osprey, which on this 
occasion did the decent thing and allowed us scope views as it sat distantly in a dead tree. The expected 
collection of ducks plus Serins, a Grey Wagtail and Common Sandpiper concluded our visit. We then headed 
back along the route we had taken to the hotel, making a brief return visit en route for Moustached Warbler was 
unfortunately again unsuccessful.  
 
Saturday 24th November 
A transfer day today so having breakfasted and packed our bags in the buses we said our farewells to Belén 
and reluctantly left her excellent hospitality and left this wonderful corner of Extremadura. Our destination today 
was La Mancha, but on the way there we made several stops. The first was at a site near Jaraicejo to search for 
Dartford Warbler. Parking up along a track we disembarked with the first bird seen a singing Woodlark, flying 
over our heads quickly followed by a second and as it transpired the first of at least six birds heard or seen. Our 
first of at least two Dartford Warblers quickly followed, along with several Thekla Larks and a bonus in the form 
of a Rock Bunting. We followed this bird trying to obtain better views but unfortunately brief glimpses were the 
best we achieved before it disappeared completely. Our next stop was a roadside one in search of Black 
Wheatear. We scanned the cliffs above us hoping for a sighting but unfortunately to no avail, having to settle for 
two Blue Rock Thrushes, Griffon and Cinereous Vultures. Linda picked out a juvenile Red-rumped Swallow 
amongst the circling Crag Martins and a Cirl Bunting could be heard singing below us. Next stop was the 
Embalse de Arrocampo a large, reed-fringed reservoir complete with hides and a small visitor centre. We 
collected a key to access the hides plus some maps, choosing to take the track out across the more open area 
viewing the Dehesa woodland first. Our first stop to scan the area proved successful with our hoped-for target 
species, Black-winged Kite seen hovering in the distance. We headed further along the track to get closer 
views. Luck was on our side as a second perched bird was found closer as we neared the first. Perched in a 
small tree it allowed scope views before it was joined by the first bird that could be seen to be carrying a vole. 
The excitement wasn't over as a third bird then appeared, hunting over the area behind the first two and at one 
stage it was possible to have all three birds in the same view! Pleased with our success we returned to the 
visitor centre for lunch and a coffee in a local bar opposite.  
 
After lunch we visited two of the hides on the reserve that looked out onto the water and reedbeds. Birds seen 
included Purple Swamphen, several Penduline Tits, a flock of around 15 Common Waxbills, a Kingfisher and 
both Cetti's Warbler and Water Rail were heard. After returning the key, we hit the road, adding a fourth Black-
winged kite to our tally as we seemingly flushed it from a roadside pylon - then it was 'destination La Mancha'. 
After a long and uneventful drive, we arrived at Alcázar de San Juan, where we visited Laguna de Veguilla, one 
of the most important wetlands in La Mancha, since it has water all year round, a very uncommon thing in this 
region. In the lagoon we found a nice selection of ducks including our first White-headed Ducks of the trip 
around 80 Red-crested Pochards and hundreds of Shoveler. Other birds noted were Shelduck, around 150 
Greater Flamingos and amazing numbers of Marsh Harriers, with up to 50 birds counted all looking for a place 
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to roost in the reeds. After a long day we arrived at our hotel surrounded by vineyards in the heart of La 
Mancha. 
 
Sunday 25th November 
Again a wet start greeted us this morning, though fuelled with an ample breakfast and some top birding still to 
come, we set off unperturbed. Our first stop was a wetland area, La Laguna de Navaseca. We viewed the 
lagoon from the small hide, largely to stay dry, before deciding the rain wasn't going to beat us, so we set off to 
take a circular walk. This proved a good move with the rain easing and finally stopping and us seeing some nice 
birds we would have invariably missed had we not set off. Birds seen during our walk around included five 
Black-tailed Godwits, two Avocets, six Black-necked Grebes, four Purple Swamphens and a male Ferruginous 
Duck. Eight Whiskered Terns were seen feeding in typical marsh tern fashion along the water’s edge and four 
Red-rumped Swallows were noted feeding around and over the substation buildings. There were also several 
surprises; a Merlin that shot through dispersing all the finches and sparrows on the adjacent field with our 
subsequent searching through these once they had resettled resulting in us finding a single Brambling in 
amongst them. On walking past a reed-fringed area by the path, a 'tacking call' could be heard - a Moustached 
Warbler! We stood waiting and eventually the bird showed itself, a real bonus with a second unseen but heard 
bird also present. Returning to the buses, we headed to our next destination, Las Tablas de Daimiel, covering 
an area of 3,030 ha and the smallest of Spain’s fifteen national parks.  
 
A well-earned and welcome coffee break at a local bar was followed by lunch in the park picnic area. After lunch 
we set off around the park, following a route out along the marked boardwalk trails. The wind was unfortunately 
quite strong which ruled out the likelihood of seeing Bearded Reedling, but we still had an enjoyable and 
productive walk round, with the elevated hide/viewing area allowing us panoramic views out over the park. Here 
we noted Common Cranes, White Storks and Spoonbills feeding in close proximity to each other which is far 
from an everyday occurrence for us! Other additions here included a Greenshank, while the reeds fringing the 
boardwalk on our way back gave us views of several Water Rails and Water Pipits.  A quick look by most of the 
group at the display in the visitor centre concluded when Lesley found an Iberian Green Woodpecker perched 
nicely in a nearby tree. A confiding bird that allowed us all to see it well. The day was drawing to a close so we 
headed back to the hotel, noting a Little Owl perched on a chimney stack and roadside flocks of Golden Plovers 
and Pin-tailed Sandgrouse.  
 
Monday 26th November 
We only had limited time this morning, so we decided to pay a quick visit to some of the plains and lagoons near 
Alcazar. We drove along scanning the area, stopping occasionally. On one of these stops a large raptor was 
seen flying low along the ridge ahead of us, Golden Eagle! A first year bird, it conveniently landed on a large 
boulder, allowing us time to train the scopes on it. Two nearby Common Buzzards were clearly perturbed by its 
presence, harassing the bird and eventually driving it off, though this gave us a great opportunity to truly 
appreciate the immense size of the eagle! Another stop was at the lagoon of Camino de Villafranca. A huge 
saline lagoon with exposed  mudflats, a perfect habitat for waders. Here we found a small selection of them, 
namely Black-winged Stilt, Dunlin, Little Stint and Avocet. Shelduck were also easily seen here and a Water 
Pipit was on the edge of a pool by the track as we drove out of the site. Our last stop was a return visit to 
Laguna de Veguilla where we found a similar selection of birds as before. The most notable feature here was 
the sheer number of Marsh Harriers with a quick scan of the area producing a count of nearly 50 birds!  Greater 
Flamingos and Shoveler were the most notable wetland species with several White-headed Ducks also noted 
amongst them.   
 
Successfully navigating Madrid we arrived at the airport with ample time to say our farewells and relax before 
the flight back to the UK and the end of a very enjoyable and successful trip to Extremadura and La Mancha. 
Thanks to all party members for such a good trip, made even more enjoyable by the great birds, your humour 
and enthusiasm and we look forward to seeing you all again on another Limosa tour very soon! 
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ANNOTATED LIST OF BIRDS RECORDED 
(Birds – 136 species) 

 
Greylag Goose  Anser anser 

At least 30 birds near Vegas Altas, common on most wetlands in La Mancha. 
Egyptian Goose  Alopochen aegyptiaca 

A small flock at Alcollarin and more than 80 birds at Moheda Alta.  
Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna  

A couple at Moheda Alta. Common on most wetlands in La Mancha. 
Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata 

One of the most abundant birds of the trips. Several thousand noted. 
Gadwall  Mareca strepera 

Common. Seen on most wetlands. 
Eurasian Wigeon  Mareca penelope 

Common. Seen on most wetlands. 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 

Very common and widespread. Seen on most days. 
Northern Pintail  Anas acuta 

Fifty or so at Alcorrarín. Good numbers at Laguna de Veguilla. 
Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca 

Very common. Noted on most days. 
Red-crested Pochard  Netta rufina 

A big flock of 150 birds at Laguna de Veguilla. 
Common Pochard  Aythya ferina 

Noted on most wetlands. 
Ferruginous Duck  Aythya nyroca 

Great views of a male at Laguna de Navaseca. 
Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula 

Two birds at Charca Lugar Nuevo and two more at Alcollarín. 
White-headed Duck  Oxyura leucocephala 

A dozen birds at Laguna de Veguilla on two dates and at least 70 birds at Navaseca on 25th . 
Red-legged Partridge  Alectoris rufa 

Small numbers noted on three dates. 
Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Common on most wetlands.  
Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus 

Common on most wetlands. Huge numbers at Alcollarín, with up to 500 birds. 
Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps nigricollis 

Small numbers at Alcollarín and Navaseca. 
Greater Flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus 

Common on most wetlands in La Mancha with several hundred noted. 
Black Stork  Ciconia nigra 

Two or three different birds were seen around Moheda Alta. 
White Stork  Ciconia ciconia 

One bird on the first day. Common around rice paddies and wetlands during the second half of the trip.  
Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia 

A flock of 13 birds noted in Las Tablas de Daimiel 
Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 

Noted on four dates, especially common around the rice paddies. 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 

Seen on most wetlands and rivers 
Great Egret  Egretta alba 

Small numbers of overwintering birds on four dates. 
Little Egret  Egretta garzetta 

Common, seen on most wetlands 
Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 

Seen daily. A huge flock of 200 birds in Monfragüe. 
Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus 

One wintering birds at Embalse de Cubilar. 
Black-winged Kite  Elanus caeruleus 

Fantastic views of four birds near Arrocampo. 
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Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus 
Very common, seen daily in Extremadura. Huge numbers in Monfragüe 

Cinereous (Black) Vulture  Aegypius monachus 
Common, seen daily in Extremadura. Good numbers in Monfragüe 

Spanish Imperial Eagle  Aquila adalberti 
Two juveniles and an adult bird on our first day.  

Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos 
One adult bird on 20th and a juvenile on our last day. 

Bonelli’s Eagle  Aquila fasciata 
Male and female at Alcollarín. 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 
One to two birds noted on six dates. 

Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus 
Common, especially at Laguna de Veguilla, with more than 50 birds coming to roost. Seen daily 

Hen Harrier  Circus cyaneus 
Three males and a female on 20th and single birds on three dates.   

Red Kite  Milvus milvus 
Common. Seen on most days 

Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 
Common. Seen on most days 

Great Bustard  Otis tarda 
One of the highlights of the trip. A total of 85+ birds were seen on three dates. 

Little Bustard  Tetrax tetrax 
Despite the decline in numbers of this species, we managed to find  three flocks of 36,45 and 10 birds on the 
plains near Trujillo. 

Water Rail  Rallus aquaticus 
Heard a few times and one bird seen at Tablas de Daimiel. 

Western Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio 
Two birds seen at Arrocampo. Common at Navaseca and Tablas de Daimiel. 

Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 
Seen on most wetlands 

Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 
Seen on most wetlands 

Common Crane  Grus grus 
A major feature of the holiday, with wonderful views and sounds of these birds on a daily basis. Especially 
common near Vegas Altas, where several thousand were noted feeding on the rice fields. 

Eurasian Stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus 
At least 21 birds on a traditional roosting site on 21st.  

Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus 
One bird on route on the first day and at least a dozen birds on the last day.  

Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta 
Two birds at Laguna de Navaseca and one at Laguna del Camino de Villafranca. 

Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus 
One of the most common birds of the trips. Seen everywhere! 

European Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 
Noted on three dates, including a flock of 140 birds on 25th. 

Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula 
A few birds at Alcollarín.  

Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa 
A flock of 5 birds at Navaseca. 

Dunlin  Calidris alpina 
Good numbers at Laguna del Camino de Villafranca on 26th 

Little Stint  Calidris minuta 
Several birds noted at Laguna del Camino de Villafranca on 26th 

Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago 
Seen on most wetlands. 

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 
One to three birds on five dates. 

Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus 
Small numbers seen on most wetlands. 
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Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus 
One bird at Charca Lugar Nuevo on the first day. 

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia 
One to two birds on three dates. 

Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
Common. Seen daily.  

Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus 
Very common. Seen daily. 

Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida  
Despite being a very scarce wintering bird in Spain, we saw 8 of this graceful terns at Navaseca on 25th. 

Pin-tailed Sandgrouse  Pterocles alchata 
One of the best years we’ve had for this species. More than 500 bird seen on three dates! 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse  Pterocles orientalis 
At least 18 birds on the plains near Trujillo and 9 near Campo Lugar. 

Rock Dove/Feral Pigeon  Columba livia 
Seen daily. 

Stock Dove  Columba oenas 
A flock of 30-40 birds near Santa Marta de Magasca. 

Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus 
Common throughout the trip. 

Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 
Seen daily. 

Little Owl  Athene noctua 
Single birds noted on three dates.  

Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus 
Very late record for this species. A bird one seen at Rio Almonte on 22nd. 

Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis 
Seen on most wetlands. 

Eurasian Hoopoe  Upupa epops 
Common. Seen daily. 

Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dryobates minor 
A very obliging male seen at Monfragüe. 

Iberian Green Woodpecker  Picus sharpei 
Fantastic views of a female at Tablas de Daimiel. 

Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni 
Very rare in winter. We found a male and a female near Campo Lugar. 

Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 
Common, seen almost daily. 

Merlin  Falco columbarius 
Single birds noted on three dates. 

Eurasian Hobby  Falco subbuteo 
Very late record. A bird was seen on our first day at Charca Lugar Nuevo. 

Peregrine  Falco peregrinus 
One bird seen at Peña Falcón, Monfragüe. 

Iberian Grey Shrike  Lanius meridionalis 
Seen daily, especially common in Extremadura. 

Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius 
A few seen at Portilla del Tietar, Monfragüe and single birds on two more dates. 

Iberian Magpie  Cyanopica cooki 
Winter flocks of this bird can be impressive and on at least a couple of occasions we watched parties of 30 or 
so birds trailing through the oaks near our hotel. 

Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica 
Very common. Seen daily 

Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula 
Common, seen almost daily 

Northern Raven  Corvus corax 
Small numbers noted on six dates. 

Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus 
Common 

Great Tit  Parus major 
Common 
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Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus 
Several birds seen and heard at Arrocampo. 

Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis 
Good numbers seen on most days. 

Thekla Lark  Galerida theklae 
Seen daily in Extremadura 

Crested Lark  Galerida cristata 
Common, seen daily 

Calandra Lark  Melanocorypha calandra 
Very common in Extremadura, with flocks of several hundred bird on the plains around Trujillo. 

Crag Martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris 
Very abundant this year, especially in Monfragüe. 

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica 
Very late records of one bird in Monfragüe and at least four birds at Laguna de Navaseca. 

Cetti’s Warbler  Cettia cetti 
Heard almost daily with a few birds seen. One showing very well at Moheda Alta. 

Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus 
Several family parties recorded on three dates.  

Common Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 
Very common. Seen daily. 

Moustached Warbler  Acrocephalus melanopogon 
One bird heard near Madrigalejo. Another bird showed really well at Navaseca with a second bird noted as 
heard only. 

Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis 
Small numbers noted on three dates.  

Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 
Common 

Dartford Warbler  Sylva undata 
Three or four bird near Jaraicejo. 

Sardinian Warbler  Sylvia melanocephala 
Common. Seen or heard daily. 

Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla 
Excellent views of a couple of birds at Monfragüe 

Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 
Heard and seen daily in Extremadura. Including a noisy individual in front of the hotel. 

Short-toed Treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla 
A few seen very well at Monfragüe. 

Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 
Small numbers amongst Spotless Starlings on most days. 

Spotless Starling  Sturnus unicolor 
Very common, seen daily. 

Common Blackbird  Turdus merula 
Common. 

Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos 
Seen on most mornings around our hotel in Extremadura. 

Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus 
A few birds seen in Extremadura. 

Eurasian Robin  Erithacus rubecula 
Common 

Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica 
Only one bird was seen at Arrocampo.  

Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros 
Common, seen daily 

Blue Rock Thrush  Monticola solitaria  
Four or five birds provided excellent views in Monfragüe. 

European Stonechat  Saxicola rubicola 
Very common. Seen daily 

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 
Very common. 

Spanish Sparrow  Passer hispaniolensis 
Very common with flocks of several hundred near Trujillo and around the rice fields.  
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Rock Sparrow  Petronia petronia 
A couple of birds seen on the plains near Arrocampo. We also found a dead bird on the road. 

Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild 
Seen around Vegas Altas. 

Red Avadavat  Amandava amandava 
Very common. Several flocks seen around Vegas Altas and Moheda Alta. 

Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 
One to three birds on three dates. 

White Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 
Very common. Seen daily. 

Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis 
Very common. Seen daily. 

Water Pipit  Anthus spinoletta 
One bird on the rice paddies of Vegas Altas, one bird at Tablas de Daimiel and a couple around Laguna de 
Veguilla. 

Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 
Common in forested areas  

Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla 
A single bird feeding on a melon field at Laguna de Navaseca. 

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Seen daily in Extremadura, with excellent scope views of several birds at Monfragüe and around our hotel. 

European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris 
Common. Seen daily. 

Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina 
Common. Seen daily. 

European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 
Common. Seen daily. 

European Serin  Serinus serinus 
Common. Seen almost daily. 

Corn Bunting  Emberiza calandra 
Common, seen daily. 

Rock Bunting  Emberiza cia 
A nice male was seen near Jaraicejo on 24th. 

Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus 
Male and female at Rio Almonte on 22nd. 

Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus 
At least half a dozen birds on the rice paddies and small numbers seen on most wetlands in La Mancha. 

 
 
 
BUTTERFLIES 
Small White  Pieris rapae 
Clouded Yellow  Colias croceus 
Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta 
 
REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS 
Spanish Terrapin  Mauremys leprosa 
 
DRAGONFLIES 
Migrant Hawker  Aeshna mixta 
Common Darter  Sympetrum striolatum 
 
MAMMALS 
European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus 
Iberian Hare  Lepus granatensis 
Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes 
Eurasian Otter  Lutra lutra 
Wild Boar  Sus scrofa 
Red Deer  Cervus elaphus 
 


