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__________________________________________________________________________________ 
TEXAS | High Island & Houston Woods 
Leader: Chris Charlesworth 
Tour participants: Nigel Cowen, Kate Engineer, Graham Fellows, Brian Fowler, Albert Low. 
 
 
Day 1, April 10 – With members of the group arriving from different destinations at different times, everyone met 
up in Houston this afternoon and we all got together for dinner in the evening.  
 
Day 2, April 11 – Shortly after 7 AM we left our hotel and headed north for W.G. Jones State Forest. It was 
sunny and warm this morning, but as the day wore on, the clouds gathered and we had some rain in the 
afternoon. We spent a couple of hours exploring the Loblolly Pine woodlands at what I call the ‘experimental 
forest’. Our main targets today were woodpeckers and we had very nice views of five different species before 
lunch! The highlight, as far as rarity goes, was seeing several Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, an endangered 
species exclusive to burned pine forests of the S.E. United States. The highlight as far as ‘wow factor’ goes was 
the Pileated Woodpecker, North America’s largest living woodpecker, second only to the extinct Ivory-billed 
Woodpecker in size. Other species like Red-headed, Red-bellied and Downy Woodpecker were also spectacular 
in their own rights. Another species restricted to the pineywoods region, the Brown-headed Nuthatch was seen 
well also. Eastern Bluebirds, Carolina Chickadee, Pine Warbler and Carolina Wren all showed fairly nicely, as 
well as Blue Jays, Pine Siskins, Brown-headed Cowbirds and Chipping Sparrow. We spooked a roosting Great 
Horned Owl twice on our morning walk and the Blue Jays mobbed it ferociously, though we were not able to see 
where it had landed in the trees. In addition to birds, we saw some attractive Eastern Fox Squirrels as well as the 
dreaded Eastern Grey Squirrel. With the morning sunshine we saw a few butterflies including Pipevine 
Swallowtail, Giant Swallowtail, Carolina Satyr and Painted Lady.  
 
We picked up lunch and returned to another section of Jones State Forest at Middle Lake. As we ate lunch, we 
spotted a species new to science along the shore of one of the ponds, a Balloon Egret (Egretta heliumicus). A 
Red-shouldered Hawk soared briefly above the pond and appeared to have a small snake in its talons. Our walk 
along the Middle Lake Trail was interrupted by a few rain showers, but we still managed to see some nice 
species. Highlights included a gorgeous male Hooded Warbler, as well as White-throated Sparrow, Swamp 
Sparrow, White-eyed Vireo and loads of lovely Northern Cardinals. 
 
We headed back towards Houston and visited Jesse Jones County Park beginning with a walk along the 
Cypress Boardwalk. As we strolled along the path, Graham suddenly jumped and pointed down to the path. It 
was a snake, and a venomous one at that. The gorgeous coppery pattern confirmed it to be a Copperhead, the 
first I’ve ever seen in about 20 visits to Texas. Once the snake decided to slither off the path, we carried on our 
way. As soon as we got onto the boardwalk, we spotted a pair of very confiding Prothonotary Warblers. The 
male belted out his ringing song while his equally attractive mate foraged just over the water surface. High in the 
canopy we saw our first Blue-grey Gnatcatchers of the trip, as well as a Warbling Vireo. Two Tufted Titmice 
came in to investigate us and we decided that it was a little bird with character! At the park headquarters we 
stopped to look for Ruby-throated Hummingbirds at the feeders and we were rewarded with at least two, a male 
and a female coming in to feed. Our first White-winged Dove of the trip was noted here as well. A short walk to 
the ‘Turtle Pond’ produced little and we figured the birds were having their afternoon siesta. It was rather 
interesting, though, to watch a Blue Jay pummeling a lizard to death with its bill and then flying off presumably to 
eat its catch. Back at the hotel, Albert spotted a Green Heron on the nearby pond and Graham luckily saw a 
Swallow-tailed Kite overhead! 
 
Day 3, April 12 – From Houston we headed S.E. towards Winnie, along with the morning rush hour traffic. We 
made fairly good time and made our first stop along Oak Island Road, west of Winnie. Two Whooping Cranes 
had been sighted in the fields in the area, so we were on the lookout for gigantic white birds. It didn’t take us too 
long to spot them wading through a field of tall grass. The cranes were quite distant, but they were slowly 
strolling towards us and eventually we had excellent views and even managed some ok photographs. These 
rare cranes usually spend the winter further south along the Texas Coast and rarely make it to the Upper Coast 
area. Shorebirds were also in numbers in the flooded fields and we took the opportunity to study Greater and 
Lesser Yellowlegs as they perched side by side, with a Solitary Sandpiper next to them for good measure. 
Whimbrel called as they flew overhead. A Crested Caracara sat on a fence post and Blue-winged Teal were 
seen as well. 
 
We stopped in Winnie to pick up lunch and then headed towards Anahuac National Wildlife Refuge. It was 
cloudy, with a few spotty showers and quite a strong easterly wind this afternoon. We drove around Shoveler 
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Pond, amassing a nice list of wetland species in the process. There were loads of Blue-winged Teal, as well as a 
few Gadwall, Mottled Ducks, American Wigeon and many Fulvous Whistling-Ducks. Only a few Black-bellied 
Whistling-Ducks were tallied, however. Pied-billed Grebes showed nicely and we saw a couple of Neotropic 
Cormorants. Herons and egrets were well represented with Tricoloured, Great Blue, Green and Little Blue 
Herons, Great, Snowy and Western Cattle Egrets and Yellow-crowned Night Heron enjoyed, plus a couple of 
brief Least Bitterns seen. Amongst the many White-faced Ibis, we picked out an adult Glossy Ibis, while we also 
saw White Ibis and a few Roseate Spoonbills. Many shorebirds filled the wetlands with species like Pectoral, Stilt 
and Least Sandpipers, Long-billed Dowitcher, Semipalmated Plover and Black-necked Stilts being studied. King 
Rail was heard, but remained hidden, while one or two Soras were briefly seen by some in the group. Though 
passerines were a bit thin on the ground, we did have some nice views of Orchard Orioles, Indigo Buntings and 
Myrtle Warblers. A Northern Parula played hide and seek with us in the trees as did a tail pumping Palm 
Warbler. Marsh Wrens chattered away in the reeds but remained hidden. Dozens of noisy Boat-tailed Grackles 
kept us entertained with their antics and we enjoyed great views of Purple Gallinules. In addition to the birds we 
saw a selection of Alligators ranging in size from quite small to eight or so feet long. As we were about to leave 
the refuge, our first amazing Scissor-tailed Flycatchers appeared alongside the rather common but attractive 
Eastern Kingbird. 
 
We left Anahuac and followed FM 1985 back towards Hwy 124, pausing along the way to watch three 
Swainson’s Hawks sail over a field. As we drove along, I got a great shock when I spotted a Fork-tailed 
Flycatcher on a fence line next to the road. Excitedly, I turned around and scoured the fence for this ultra-rare 
South American flycatcher, a first for me in North America. There it was, sitting on the wire near a Scissor-tailed 
Flycatcher and Eastern Kingbird. We got some photos and watched the bird as it carried on west. Apparently, it 
was subsequently seen by many observers until late in the afternoon. 
 
At High Island we informed the locals of our rare sighting and then purchased park passes before staking out a 
hummingbird feeder where a Buff-bellied Hummingbird had been seen. “Every 15 to 20 minutes it comes in”, 
said the homeowner, but this didn’t ring true for us. We were, however, rewarded with the sighting of a few 
goodies in a nearby brush pile; Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Orchard Oriole, Common Yellowthroat and a 
stunning male Painted Bunting. Along the trails we found a few neotropical migrants including Northern 
Waterthrush, Kentucky Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, Hooded Warbler, Wood Thrush, Hermit Thrush and 
Brown Thrasher. A Monarch butterfly glided past, our first for the tour, while Swamp Rabbit was new for the 
mammal list as well. We returned to Winnie, had an enjoyable dinner and completed our bird list. 
 
Day 4, April 13 – Bracing ourselves for bad weather, which was forecast for today, we made our way from 
Winnie down to the Bolivar Peninsula. Along the way, we paused to view two falcons along Hwy 124, an 
American Kestrel and a Peregrine Falcon. Our first ‘official’ stop was at Rollover Pass. Birds were in abundance 
here and we spent the next hour scanning through flocks of terns, gulls, shorebirds, herons, egrets, pelicans and 
cormorants. Species new for the trip included the endangered Piping Plover, along with Spotted, Western and 
Least Sandpipers, Marbled Godwit, loads of American Avocets and a few American Oystercatchers. Reddish 
Egrets of both the dark and white morphs danced in the shallows and Black Skimmers skimmed over the water 
surface. Hundreds - maybe thousands - of terns consisted mostly of Royal, Sandwich and Forster’s, with smaller 
numbers of Common, Least and Black. Amongst the many Laughing Gulls, we picked out a couple of lovely 
pink-breasted Franklin’s Gulls, as well as a Bonaparte’s Gull and the usual Herring Gulls and Ring-billed Gulls. 
Next, along Yacht Basin Road, it didn’t take too long to spot our target species here, Clapper Rail. These large 
and somewhat obliging (for a rail) birds called loudly from the marsh and showed quite nicely. A couple of 
elusive Nelson’s Sparrows played hide and seek from the marsh, but eventually we all had decent looks at them. 
Graham pointed out an Osprey, our first, sitting on a post. 
 
After a short ‘pit-stop’ we headed for Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctuary, where the tide was very high, pushing 
masses of birds close in to shore. American Avocets were here en masse and one estimate thrown about was of 
5000 individuals. Many other shorebirds were mixed in, such as Red Knot, Dunlin, Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstone, 
and Willets. We had excellent views of Piping, Snowy, Semipalmated and Wilson’s Plovers here, too. An Osprey 
hovered over a pool, making several unsuccessful attempts to catch fish. A Horned Lark hopped about on the 
beach in front of us. 
 
As soon as we got out of the van for lunch at Jose’s Cantina, I spotted a Loggerhead Shrike on a nearby 
telephone wire. After lunch we popped in at Gregory Park where a large grassy field produced a few shorebirds, 
best of which were two American Golden Plovers. Along N. Tuna Road we had good views of a Seaside 
Sparrow before it disappeared into the reeds. At High Island we first visited Boy Scout Woods, where patience 
did not pay off as we waited a while for the Buff-bellied Hummingbird that had been seen. Nigel did spot a 
female Ruby-throated Hummingbird here though. A short walk along trails at Boy Scout Woods was rather 
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unproductive, other than the sighting of a couple of stunning Scarlet Tanagers, a Wood Thrush, Hooded Warbler 
and our first Swainson’s Thrush of the trip. Over at Smith Oaks, the birding was better; soon upon arrival we 
were sent in the direction of Yellow-billed Cuckoos and we found two or three of them rather easily. A small 
wave of migrants suddenly appeared, producing a few more warblers for our list as Black-and-white Warbler, 
Blue-winged Warbler, Worm-eating Warbler, Prothonotary Warbler and Northern Parula moved through. Albert 
pointed out Baltimore Oriole overhead and a few Rose-breasted Grosbeaks suddenly appeared. It was a nice 
little flurry of activity to finish off the day. We saw 114 species today.  
 
Day 5, April 14 – The drive east towards Louisiana was quite pleasant this morning. Our first stop was at 
Taylor’s Bayou and this area of cypress swamp proved to be quite productive this morning. We encountered a 
few warblers here such as Northern Parula and Orange-crowned, Prothonotary and Yellow-throated Warblers. 
Also, new for the trip list, a pair of Fish Crows solidified their identification with ‘croaky’ frog-like calls. Overhead 
we had a glimpse of Broad-winged Hawk and a Red-shouldered Hawk flew by quickly as well. We headed out to 
a place near Texas Point where the road had deteriorated quite a bit, so after almost disappearing into a puddle, 
we decided to abort this mission. Instead we headed for Sea Rim State Park, but on the way, we first stopped in 
at another of the Texas Coast’s famous migrant bird ‘traps.’ Bird activity was slow by local standards but we 
were very happy to see such stunning birds as Yellow-billed Cuckoos, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Scarlet 
Tanagers, Orchard Orioles, Great Crested Flycatcher, Grey-cheeked Thrush, Worm-eating Warbler and a 
fleeting glimpse of a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. 
 
We headed then for Sea Rim State Park where we had lunch at the picnic tables in the day use area. We had to 
use our binoculars and cameras as ‘paperweights’ for our napkins and things as it was quite breezy today. Boat-
tailed Grackles and Red-winged Blackbirds tried to steal scraps from our lunches. Overhead, Cave Swallow flew 
past, followed by a Cliff Swallow. I could hear the distant call of a Black Rail, though we couldn’t see it. The 
Black Rail is one of the most difficult birds to see in North America. We drove along the edge of the beach, 
adding some nice birds; there were Snowy and Piping Plovers, Willets, Sanderling, Ruddy Turnstones, Black-
bellied Plovers, Dunlin and our first Baird’s Sandpiper of the tour here. Terns were well represented and we were 
very surprised to tally upwards of 1000 Franklin’s Gulls on the beach here today. 
 
We returned to Sabine Woods after lunch and continued exploring the trails. A gentleman asked us if we wanted 
to see a Chuck-Will’s-Widow so of course we said yes! It ended up being a Common Nighthawk, which is still a 
very nice sighting. Later that day, a man and woman asked us again if we wanted to see a Chuck-Will’s-Widow 
at another location in the woodlot. ‘Yes’, we said and followed them off to a far corner of the park. There on a 
horizontal branch of pine tree was a lovely Common Nighthawk. We decided everyone had Chuck-will’s-Widow 
fever at Sabine Woods today. Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, all females, as most of the males have already 
migrated through, fed on the honeysuckle flowers. Two Downy Woodpeckers entered their nest in a tiny cavity in 
a willow. Warbler numbers were low, but we did see Worm-eating, Black-and-white, Blue-winged, Prothonotary, 
Nashville, Tennessee, Yellow-rumped and Yellow-throated Warblers, as well as Northern Parula, Northern 
Waterthrush and Common Yellowthroat. Brown Thrashers scratched about in the leaf litter, along with a couple 
of Swainson’s Thrushes, while Indigo Buntings occasionally showed themselves nicely in the grassy meadows at 
the edge of the woods. We were pointed out a female-type Western Tanager here, a species not often 
encountered this far east and yet another write-in for our growing list of unusual species. Another bird of the 
‘western’ camp, a Western Kingbird, was a nice find as it sat on telephone wires at the entrance to Sabine 
Woods for the day. We returned to Winnie in the late afternoon for dinner at Al T’s, where the evening ‘people 
watching’ entertainment continued. 
 
Day 6, April 15 – We picked up sandwiches at the local shop and headed towards Anahuac NWR, via FM 1985. 
Along the way we stopped to scan fields for Upland Sandpipers. I noticed a buffy/peach-coloured bird on a 
fencepost in the distance. I put the scope on it and it was a Say’s Phoebe, a rather rare local bird. Also seen 
here were lovely Eastern Meadowlarks. Upon our arrival at Anahuac, we headed for Skillern Tract, where a stroll 
along the trail was quite enjoyable. Just as we embarked on the trail, a male Painted Bunting gave us 
tantalizingly quick views, leaving us wanting more. We had a very nice look here at a Yellow-breasted Chat, 
which is not always an easy endeavor. In the marsh we could hear Sedge Wrens, King Rails, Sora and Least 
Bittern, but they were all staying hidden. We did add Black-crowned Night Heron to the trip list here, however. 
 
We checked in to the visitor’s center and then made our way to the Hackberry Trail where Groove-billed Anis 
had been seen. I told folks to be on the lookout for an all-black, grackle-sized bird and, almost immediately, 
Albert chirped in, ‘I’ve got a black, grackle-sized bird here’, which turned out to be a Groove-billed Ani. The ani 
flew across the path and was followed shortly by a second ani. Our luck was quite good today with the difficult 
marsh species. We had fantastic views of Least Bitterns and we watched a King Rail at length through the 
scope. Soras came out to show themselves along with brilliantly-coloured Purple Gallinules. We had lunch next 
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to a marsh where several Marsh Wrens were singing, my theory, if we spent enough time there, we’d eventually 
see a Marsh Wren. We did see them well after a little searching. The usual Alligators were snoozing on the 
banks of the waterways. 
 
We decided to head over to High Island to check out the rookery and this proved to be a good decision as folks 
really enjoyed watching the various herons, egrets, spoonbills and cormorants at their breeding colony. In 
addition to these birds, we were entertained by a pair of Purple Gallinules on some lily pads below the viewing 
platform. Graham spotted some scaup out on the lake and asked for the scope. We determined them to be 
Lesser Scaup, another first for the tour. A walk around Smith Oaks was nice but birding was somewhat quiet, 
due to nice weather. There was Summer Tanager, Yellow-billed Cuckoos, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Wood Thrush, 
Hooded Warbler and Rose-breasted Grosbeak amongst others. At Boy Scout Woods it was also quiet. We 
watched the hummingbird feeder for the reported Buff-bellied Hummingbird once again to no avail. Otherwise, 
there were Cedar Waxwings, Scarlet Tanager, Grey Catbird and the ubiquitous Northern Cardinals to keep us 
entertained. 
 
We returned to Winnie, went out for dinner at the local Mexican establishment, then headed out to Taylor’s 
Bayou in search of nocturnal creatures. At our first stop we enjoyed the beautiful night sky, pointing out various 
constellations and stars. Fire flies glowed intermittently and breaking the silence were various bizarre noises 
being made by frogs. I let out a Barred Owl hoot and soon thereafter, two Barred Owls began duetting right in 
front of us. Unfortunately, the duet only lasted a few seconds and then stopped so we never did see them. We 
did attract the attention of the local sheriff who stopped, turned on his lights and questioned us as to what we 
were doing out there in the dark. ‘We’ve had some problems out here’, he said, but soon he figured out we were 
merely birdwatchers looking for owls and he let us go on our way. As we began driving back to Winnie, we 
crossed over a bridge and on the right side of the road, in the ditch, I caught some movement. It was a large owl 
and it flew up into a tree next to the road. We got the spotlight on the bird and it was indeed a Barred Owl. We 
enjoyed lovely views of this dark-eyed owl as it stared back at us for a few moments. We soon let the owl go on 
its way as we could hear the calls of a fledgling in the distance. 
  
Day 7, April 16 – Today we spent the morning in the southern section of the Big Thicket region, an area of 
extensive pine forest. We had three species in our sights to find this morning and we found all three of them. 
First off was the elusive Swainson’s Warbler. As we drove along Gore Store Road with the window down, it 
didn’t take too long to hear the loud, ringing song of the species. We stopped and soon thereafter we were 
watching a Swainson’s Warbler as he sang his heart out. We then explored an area of young, regenerating pine 
trees and we could hear the buzzy songs of several Prairie Warblers here. After a little searching, we soon were 
looking at the attractively-patterned warbler as it sang from the tops of the young pines. Two down, one to go! A 
little farther down the road I spotted a speck in the sky and it turned out to be a Mississippi Kite. Suddenly there 
were about seven Mississippi Kites sailing overhead. Target three down! In addition to these three, we also got a 
couple of bonus birds, Northern Flickers and finally a Red-eyed Vireo. 
 
It didn’t take long to get to Sabine Pass, where we had a very enjoyable lunch at Tammie’s Diner. Tableside 
entertainment was provided by a real cowboy, fully decked out in cowboy hat and boots, and mud. As we 
listened in on the conversation, we learned that he’d fallen off his horse into the mud while they were rounding 
up cattle. Good food and live entertainment. What more can you ask for? 
 
How about a few more birds? Off to Sabine Woods we headed, with the feat of finding more birds being exactly 
what was on our minds. Over 50 species were tallied here by us this afternoon and these included a few new 
species such as Veery and a lovely male Chestnut-sided Warbler. Blue Grosbeak numbers had ballooned, and 
we saw over a dozen of them foraging about in the grass. Lesser numbers of Indigo Buntings were mixed in. A 
flock of Cedar Waxwings gobbled up mulberries as did small numbers of Scarlet and Summer Tanagers. Other 
highlights here this afternoon included Kentucky Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, Orchard Oriole and Blue-grey Gnatcatcher. It had been a long day, so we made our way 
back to the hotel in Winnie and then enjoyed our final dinner together as a group. 
 
Day 8, April 17 – Rumour had surfaced that there was a flooded rice paddy a little bit north of Winnie along Hwy 
1406. We headed there first thing this morning and we were not disappointed. Numbers of shorebirds and other 
wading birds were pretty much off the charts. It didn’t take too long for us to find Hudsonian Godwit. There were 
eight of them, with one or two in their breeding finery. Semipalmated Plovers were numerous, as were Pectoral 
and Least Sandpipers, Lesser Yellowlegs, Black-bellied Plovers and, especially, Long-billed Dowitchers. There 
were also Black-necked Stilts, American Avocets, Stilt, Western and Semipalmated Sandpipers and at least one 
American Golden Plover. An immature Peregrine Falcon sat on a telephone pole, assessing the shorebirds. Our 
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second new species for the morning appeared in the fields here in the form of several Dickcissels. Also providing 
entertainment, a crop duster airplane was at work dusting the field next to us. 
 
We headed towards High Island, popping in first at Boy Scout Woods. It was quite slow here, so we decided to 
try out another location that I had not been to before, Hook’s Woods. Passerine movement was quiet here, but 
we did spot our only Bronzed Cowbird for the tour here. We headed for Smith Oaks, hoping for one or two more 
new birds for the tally. There were actually quite a few birds at Smith Oaks, including Worm-eating, Black-and-
white and Prothonotary Warblers, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Painted Bunting, Scarlet and 
Summer Tanagers, Red-eyed Vireos and Baltimore Orioles. 
 
We returned to Winnie where we had lunch and then said goodbye to Albert, who was heading off elsewhere. 
The rest of us returned to Houston, pausing at the Sims Bayou Nature Center to look for Monk Parakeets. The 
parakeets did not visit during our stay today, but we did add a House Finch and a lovely male at that. We 
dropped Brian off at the hotel then headed to the airport where I wished my new friends safe travels on their 
transatlantic flight to London. 
 
 

Systematic List of Species Recorded 
(208 bird species) 

 
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna autumnalis 
 Seen quite well, mostly at Anahuac NWR, but also at Sea Rim State Park, and on the Bolivar Peninsula. 
Fulvous Whistling-Duck  Dendrocygna bicolor 
 Very numerous at Anahuac NWR around Shoveler Pond. 
Wood Duck  Aix sponsa 

We had several ‘flyover’ sightings of Wood Duck, as well as a good view of a pair at Jesse Jones Nature Park 
along the Cypress Swamp Boardwalk. 

Blue-winged Teal  Spatula discors 
 Pretty common in wetland areas, especially Anahuac NWR. 
Northern Shoveler  Spatula clypeata 
 Small numbers at Anahuac NWR around Shoveler Pond. 
Gadwall   Mareca strepera 
 A few noted at Shoveler Pond at Anahuac NWR. 
American Wigeon  Mareca americana 
 Several at Shoveler Pond at Anahuac NWR. 
Mottled Duck  Anas fulvigula 
 Best views came from Anahuac NWR, with several other fleeting glimpses at other locations.  
Lesser Scaup  Aythya affinis 
 Group of 10 or so seen on pond at the rookery at High Island’s Smith Oaks, 
Pied-billed Grebe  Podilymbus podiceps 

Several seen well at Anahuac NWR around Shoveler Pond, and one or two also at High Island’s Smith Oaks at 
the rookery. 

White Ibis  Eudocimus albus 
 Seen often, though usually in flight. Best views came from Shoveler Pond at  Anahuac NWR. 
Glossy Ibis  Plegadis falcinellus 
 One adult seen well along Shoveler Pond loop at Anahuac NWR. 
White-faced Ibis  Plegadis chihi 
 Quite numerous at Anahuac NWR and at flooded rice fields N.W. of Winnie. 
Roseate Spoonbill  Platalea ajaja 
 Seen most days, often in flight over flooded fields. Excellent views at nesting colony 
 at Smith Oaks at High Island. 
American Bittern  Botaurus lentiginosus 
 One in flight over flooded fields along Pear Orchard Road near Anahuac NWR. 
Least Bittern  Ixobrychus exilis 
 Excellent views of several at Anahuac NWR. 
Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax 
 First and only sightings were at Anahuac NWR at Skillern Tract. 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron  Nyctanassa violacea 

Seen more often than Black-crowned Night-Heron. Good views in marshes at Anahuac NWR along Shoveler 
Pond loop. One seen well on beach at Bolivar Flats as well. 

Green Heron  Butorides virescens 
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Seen fairly regularly at locations including Anahuac, High Island, Sea Rim State Park and the Bolivar 
Peninsula. One also seen in the Big Thicket along Gore Store Road. 

Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis 
 Common in open farming areas where livestock present. Seen nearly every day. 
Great Blue Heron  Ardea herodias 
 Fairly common throughout, near water 
Great Egret  Ardea alba 
 Fairly common throughout, near water. 
Reddish Egret  Egretta rufescens 

Several noted at Bolivar Peninsula at Rollover Pass and at Bolivar Flats. All were of the‘reddish’ form except 
one of the white form at Rollover Pass. 

Tricoloured Heron  Egretta tricolor 
 Fairly common and seen almost daily in wetland areas. 
Little Blue Heron  Egretta caerulea 
 Seen fairly often, mostly along water-filled roadside ditches and in wetland habitats. 
Snowy Egret  Egretta thula 
 Fairly common throughout, near water. 
American White Pelican  Pelecanus erythrorhynchos 

Good numbers on the Bolivar Peninsula at Rollover Pass and at Bolivar Flats. 
Brown Pelican  Pelecanus occidentalis 
 Fairly common right along coast at several Bolivar Peninsula locations and at Sea Rim State Park.  
Neotropic Cormorant  Phalacrocorax brasilianus 
 Fairly common, especially near wetlands. 
Anhinga  Anhinga anhinga 

One on fence post at edge of pond along Hwy 124, south of Winnie. Another soaring over at Taylor Bayou. 
Turkey Vulture  Cathartes aura 
 Common and seen daily. 
Black Vulture  Coragyps atratus 
 Common and seen nearly every day. 
Osprey  Pandion haliaetus 

We had a couple of nice sightings of Osprey along the Bolivar Peninsula. One was on a post along Yacht Basin 
Road and another was fishing at Bolivar Flats. 

Cooper’s Hawk  Accipiter cooperii 
Two sightings, with the first at High Island’s Boy Scout Woods. The second sighting was of a couple of 
individuals along Gore Store Road in the Big Thicket. 

Bald Eagle  Haliaeetus leucocephalus 
 Single birds flew over at Oak Island Road near Winnie and at Taylor Bayou. 
Northern Harrier  Circus hudsonius 

Several sightings, mostly of female birds, but one or two males as well. Noted at Anahuac NWR, Oak Island 
Road near Winnie and at flooded fields along Hwy 1406, north of Winnie, where harrier chased shorebirds 
and ducks about. 

Swallow-tailed Kite  Elanoides forficatus 
 One seen by single observer over our hotel in Houston. 
Mississippi Kite  Ictinia mississippiensis 
 Seven overhead along Gore Store Road at the southern edge of the Big Thicket. 
Red-shouldered Hawk  Buteo lineatus 

Encountered at W.G. Jones State Forest and Jesse Jones Nature Park, north of  Houston. Also at Taylor 
Bayou, along Boondocks Road and along Gore Store Rd in  Big Thicket area. 

Broad-winged Hawk  Buteo platypterus 
One or two seen well along Boondocks Road at Taylor Bayou, and one or two also along Gore Store Road in 
Big Thicket area. 

Swainson’s Hawk  Buteo swainsoni 
Still a few moving through, and we saw mostly single birds from the vehicle as we traveled. At Anahuac NWR 
we had pretty good views as several Swainson’s Hawks soared overhead. 

Red-tailed Hawk  Buteo jamaicensis 
Like Swainson’s Hawk, often seen along edge of motorways as we traveled. Also at Boondocks Road in 
Taylor Bayou and at Anahuac NWR. 

Clapper Rail  Rallus longirostris 
 Excellent views along  Yacht Basin Road on the Bolivar Peninsula.  
King Rail  Rallus elegans 
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One seen well, as it called from within reeds at Anahuac NWR. At the edge of some flooded fields along Hwy 
1406, north of Winnie, an adult and two little black chicks  came out in the open. 

 
Virginia Rail  Rallus limicola (H) 
 One heard at Anahuac NWR and one briefly seen in flight by the leader only. 
Sora  Porzana carolina 

While we heard Soras on quite a few occasions, sightings were few of this  sometimes elusive marsh dweller. 
Most people managed to get views during our two visits to Anahuac NWR.  

Purple Gallinule  Porphyrio martinica 
Several found around Shoveler Pond at Anahuac NWR. Also, a very showy pair  entertained us at the rookery 
at High Island. 

American (Common) Moorhen  Gallinula galeata 
 Common at Anahuac NWR around Shoveler Pond Loop. Also noted at Sea Rim  State Park.  
American Coot  Fulica americana 
 Many at Anahuac NWR and one or two at Sea Rim State Park. 
Whooping Crane  Grus americana  
 Two birds in fields along Oak Island Road, west of Winnie. 
American Oystercatcher  Haematopus palliatus 
 Two or more seen well at Rollover Pass on the Bolivar Peninsula. 
Black-necked Stilt  Himantopus mexicanus 
 Common in wetland areas. 
American Avocet  Recurvirostra americana 

Abundant at Bolivar Peninsula locations including Rollover Pass and Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctuary, where 
we estimated there to be at least 5000 birds.  

American Golden Plover  Pluvialis dominica 
One was on a grassy lawn at Gregory Park in Chrystal Beach on Bolivar Peninsula. Another was at Anahuac 
NWR and one more at flooded fields northwest of Winnie on Hwy 1406. All were in nonbreeding plumage. 

Grey (Black-bellied) Plover  Pluvialis squatarola 
Numerous at beach locations including Rollover Pass, Bolivar Flats and at Sea Rim  State Park. Also found at 
Anahuac NWR and in flooded fields N.W. of Winnie along Hwy 1406. 

Semipalmated Plover  Charadrius semipalmatus 
 Fairly common. Seen at most beach locations as well as in flooded fields. 
Wilson’s Plover  Charadrius vociferus 
 Found at Sea Rim State Park and at Bolivar Flats. 
Killdeer  Charadrius vociferus 
 Common and seen nearly daily in open areas and in flooded fields. 
Piping Plover  Charadrius melodus 
 First sighting was at Rollover Pass, and more were seen at Bolivar Flats. Also noted at Sea Rim State Park. 
Snowy Plover  Charadrius nivosus 
 Small numbers at Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctuary as well as at Sea Rim State Pk. 
Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 
 Quite common and seen in most beach locations as well as in flooded fields. 
Hudsonian Godwit  Limosa haemastica 
 Several in flooded rice fields northwest of Winnie along Hwy 1406. 
Marbled Godwit  Limosa fedoa 
 Found at the Bolivar Peninsula locations such as Bolivar Flats and Rollover Pass. 
Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres 
 Quite numerous along Bolivar Peninsula at various locations and at Sea Rim State Park. 
Red Knot  Calidris canutus 
 Perhaps up to 15 at the Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctuary. Some in breeding colors. 
Stilt Sandpiper  Calidris himantopus 

Fairly common. First sightings were in flooded fields around Shoveler Pond at  Anahuac NWR. Also seen in 
flooded rice fields northwest of Winnie along Hwy 1406. 

Sanderling  Calidris alba 
 Noted on sandy beaches of Bolivar Peninsula and at Sea Rim State Park. 
Dunlin  Calidris alpina 

Found along Bolivar Peninsula as well as at Sea Rim State Park. Also at flooded rice fields northwest of 
Winnie along Hwy 1406. 

Baird’s Sandpiper  Calidris bairdii 
 One on beach at Sea Rim State Park. 
Least Sandpiper  Calidris minutilla 
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 Common throughout, especially in flooded fields and along the upper edges of the 
 beaches on Bolivar Peninsula. 
 
Pectoral Sandpiper  Calidris melanotos 

Numbers at Anahuac NWR in flooded fields and at the rice fields north-west of Winnie along Hwy 1406. 
Semipalmated Sandpiper  Calidris pusilla 

First sighting was at Rollover Pass on the Bolivar Peninsula. Otherwise, just a few at Sea Rim State Park and 
in flooded fields near Winnie.  

Western Sandpiper  Calidris mauri 
Located at Rollover Pass and Bolivar Flats, as well as at Sea Rim State Park and flooded fields near Winnie. 

Long-billed Dowitcher  Limnodromus scolopaceus 
Pretty abundant where flooded fields present such as at Anahuac NWR and at the flooded fields near Winnie. 

Short-billed Dowitcher  Limnodromus griseus 
 Seen on the Bolivar Peninsula at Rollover Pass and at Bolivar Flats. 
Spotted Sandpiper  Actitis macularius 
 One seen quite well, though it lacked any spots, at Rollover Pass on the Bolivar Peninsula. 
Solitary Sandpiper  Tringa solitaria 
 Seen on both visits to Anahuac NWR. 
Lesser Yellowlegs  Tringa flavipes 
 Seen several times in flooded fields and around edges of ponds. 
Willet  Tringa semipalmatus 
 Good numbers present on the Bolivar Peninsula, as well as at Pilot Station Road and 
 in flooded fields throughout 
Greater Yellowlegs  Tringa melanoleuca 
 Fairly common in freshwater wetlands throughout.  
Black Skimmer  Rynchops niger 
 Many at Bolivar Peninsula locations including Rollover Pass and Bolivar Flats. 
Laughing Gull  Larus atricilla 
 Common, especially on Bolivar Peninsula. 
Franklin’s Gull  Larus pipixcan 

A couple of ‘pink-breasted’ Franklin’s were picked out at Rollover Pass. Later we estimated there were 1000 
on the beach at Sea Rim State Park. On the same day, about 50 flew overhead at Sabine Woods. 

Bonaparte’s Gull  Chroicocephalus philadelphia 
 One or two at Bolivar Peninsula’s Rollover Pass. 
Ring-billed Gull  Larus delawarensis 
 Found along Bolivar Peninsula and at Sea Rim State Park. 
American Herring Gull  Larus smithsonianus 
 Adults and immatures found at Bolivar Peninsula and at Sea Rim State Park. 
Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica 
 Noted at Anahuac NWR and along S. Pear Orchard Road. 
Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia 
 Several at Rollover Pass on the Bolivar Peninsula, as well as at Sea Rim State Pk and at Anahuac NWR. 
Royal Tern  Sterna maxima 
 Numerous along Bolivar Peninsula at Rollover Pass and at Bolivar Flats. Also noted at Sea Rim State Park.  
Cabot’s Tern  Thalasseus acuflavidus 
 Noted at Rollover Pass and Bolivar Flats on the Bolivar Peninsula and also at Sea Rim State Park.  
Least Tern  Sternula antillarum 
 Found at Rollover Pass and Bolivar Flats as well as at Sea Rim State Park. 
Common Tern  Sterna hirundo 
 Found at Rollover Pass and at Sea Rim State Park. 
Forster’s Tern  Sterna forsteri 

Found along Bolivar Peninsula at Rollover Pass and Bolivar Flats, as well as at Sea Rim State Park and 
Anahuac NWR. 

(American) Black Tern  Chlidonias niger 
 Seen at Rollover Pass and at Bolivar Flats. 
Feral Rock Dove  Columba livia 
 Common throughout. 
Eurasian Collared-Dove  Streptopelia decaocto 
 Common throughout. 
American Mourning Dove  Zenaida macroura 
 Common throughout. 
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White-winged Dove  Zenaida asiatica 
 Fairly common throughout tour. 
 
Groove-billed Ani  Crotophaga sulcirostris 
 At least two at entrance to Hackberry Trail at Anahuac NWR. 
Greater Roadrunner  Geococcyx californianus 
 One ran across Gore Store Road in the southern Big Thicket area. 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo  Coccyzus americanus 
 Several sightings at High Island and Sabine Woods. 
Great Horned Owl  Bubo virginianus 
 One flushed several times as we walked through woods at W.G. Jones State Forest. 
Barred Owl  Strix varia 
 Several heard and one seen well after dark at Taylor Bayou. 
Common Nighthawk  Chordeiles minor 
 A couple found roosting at Sabine Woods. 
Chimney Swift  Chaetura pelagica 
 Just one on whole tour, flew overhead at Anahuac NWR. 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird  Archilocus colubris 
 Fairly common throughout. Only regularly occurring hummingbird in area. 
Belted Kingfisher  Megaceryle alcyon 

Poor looks. One hung out along telephone wires along Hwy 124, north of High Island and we saw it a couple 
of times while we were driving. Another flew by at High Island at the heronry. 

Red-headed Woodpecker  Melanerpes erythrocephalus 
 Found at W.G. Jones State Forest and at Jesse Jones Nature Park. 
Red-bellied Woodpecker  Melanerpes carolinus 

Found north of Houston at W.G. Jones State Forest and at Jesse Jones Nature Park, as well as at Taylor 
Bayou and at Sabine Woods. 

Downy Woodpecker  Picoides pubescens 
Found at W.G. Jones State Forest and Jesse Jones Nature Park in the piney woods habitat and also found at 
Sabine Woods. 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker  Picoides borealis 
 Up to four counted in the pineywoods at W.G. Jones State Forest N. of Houston. 
Northern Flicker  Colaptes auratus 
 One or two ‘Yellow-shafted’ birds along Gore Store Road near Silsbee. 
Pileated Woodpecker  Dryocopus pileatus 
 Found at W.G. Jones State Forest and at Taylor Bayou. 
Crested Caracara  Caracara cheriway 

We had a couple of sightings of caracara. First was at Oak Island Road near Winnie, and another was along 
FM 1941 enroute to Anahuac NWR. 

American Kestrel  Falco sparverius 
 One was seen along Hwy 124, south of Winnie and another was noted near Sabine Woods. 
Merlin  Falco columbarius 
 Noted on both visits to Anahuac NWR and also seen near Sabine Woods. 
Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus 
 One on telephone poles along Hwy 124, south of Winnie. Another at flooded rice field north of Winnie. 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher  Tyrannus forficatus 
 Fairly common in open field habitats where they are often seen along fence lines and on telephone wires. 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher  Tyrannus savanna 

Central and South American species, rare north of Mexico. We found one along FM 1941, between Hwy 124 
and Anahuac entrance. Many other birders came and saw it during its stay. 

Western Kingbird  Tyrannus verticalis 
 One on telephone wires at entrance to Sabine Woods. 
Eastern Kingbird  Tyrannus tyrannus 
 Fairly common migrant in open habitat throughout. 
Say’s Phoebe  Saronis saya 
 One on distant fence post along FM 1941, east of entrance to Anahuac NWR. 
Great Crested Flycatcher  Myiarchus crinitus 
 Seen on both of our visits to Sabine Woods. 
Loggerhead Shrike  Lanius ludovicianus 
 Fairly common and often seen in open country habitats, perched on telephone wires 
 and on fence lines. 
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White-eyed Vireo  Vireo griseus 
 Heard often and seen a couple of times; W.G. Jones State Forest and at Smith Oaks Sanctuary at High Island. 
 
Blue-headed Vireo  Vireo solitarius 
 Several sightings at migrant traps of High Island and Sabine Woods. 
Warbling Vireo  Vireo gilvus 
 One at Jesse Jones Nature Park in Houston, high up in the canopy. 
Red-eyed Vireo  Vireo olivaceus 

Found along Gore Store Road in southern end of the Big Thicket, as well as at High Island and Sabine Woods 
towards end of trip. 

Blue Jay  Cyanocitta cristata 
 Fairly common in pineywoods and at migrant traps, though not particularly easy to see. 
American Crow  Corvus brachyrhynchos 
 Noted around Houston. 
Fish Crow  Corvus ossifragus 
 Seen quite well, and more importantly heard, at Taylors Bayou. 
Cedar Waxwing  Bombycilla cedrorum 
 Fairly numerous with sightings at many locations. 
Tufted Titmouse  Baeophus bicolor 
 Nice views on our first day at Jesse Jones Nature Park near Houston. 
Carolina Chickadee  Poecile carolinensis 

Found on our first morning in the pineywoods region at W.G. Jones State Forest and at Jesse Jones Nature 
Park near Houston. Also seen at Taylor Bayou near Winnie. 

Shore (Horned) Lark  Eremophila alpestris 
 Seen at Bolivar Flats Shorebird Sanctuary. 
Sand Martin (Bank Swallow)  Riparia riparia 
 Just two seen on tour, at Anahuac NWR. 
Tree Swallow  Tachycineta bicolor 
 Common migrant. Seen almost every day. 
Purple Martin  Progne subis 
 Fairly common in towns where they nest colonially. Often seen overhead in most different habitats.  
Northern Rough-winged Swallow  Stelgidopteryx serripennis 
 Found at Taylor Bayou, Anahuac NWR and at Sabine Woods. 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica 
 Common throughout. 
Cliff Swallow  Petrochelidon pyrrhonota 
 Common, especially under bridges where they nest colonially.  
Cave Swallow  Petrochelidon fulva 
 One overhead with Cliff Swallows at Sea Rim State Park. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet  Regulus calendula 

A few lingering migrants seen, as this species mostly goes through prior to our tour, noted at W.G. Jones State 
Forest, Jesse Jones Nature Park, High Island and Sabine Woods. 

Sedge Wren  Cistothorus stellaris 
 Heard several times and glimpsed at Skillern Tract at Anahuac NWR. 
Marsh Wren  Cistothorus palustris 
 Heard a few times before we finally saw them in the marshes around Shoveler Pond at Anahuac NWR. 
Carolina Wren  Thryothorus ludovicianus 
 Seen well at W.G. Jones State Forest and seen well the last day in Winnie. Heard often in between. 
House Wren  Troglodytes aedon 
 Glimpsed at W.G. Jones State Forest. Heard other times as well. 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher  Polioptila caerulea 
 Sightings at Jesse Jones Nature Park in Houston and along Gore Store Road near Silsbee. 
Brown-headed Nuthatch  Sitta pusilla 
 Several seen well in the pineywoods at W.G. Jones State Forest.  
Gray Catbird  Dumatella carolinensis 
 Common migrant in wooded areas. 
Northern Mockingbird  Mimus polyglottos 
 Common throughout. 
Brown Thrasher  Toxostoma rufum 
 Seen fairly often at migrant traps of High Island and Sabine Woods. 
European Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 
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 Common throughout. 
Eastern Bluebird  Sialia sialis 
 Found at W.G. Jones State Forest and at Taylor Bayou. 
Veery  Catharus fuscesens 
 We saw one at Sabine Woods near the end of the trip. 
Grey-cheeked Thrush  Catharus minimus 
 Two different sightings, at Sabine Woods. 
Swainson’s Thrush  Catharus ustulatus 
 Several sightings at both High Island and at Sabine Woods. 
Hermit Thrush  Catharus guttatus 
 One at High Island’s Boy Scout Woods. 
Wood Thrush  Hylocichla mustelina 
 Several sightings at High Island and at Sabine Woods. 
American Robin  Turdus migratorius 

One or two were on the ground in a residential area near entrance to Jesse Jones Nature Park in Houston. 
Also seen at High Island. 

House Sparrow  Passer domesticus 
 Common throughout in urban areas. 
House Finch  Haemorhous mexicanus 
 On our last day of the tour we had House Finch at the Sims Bayou Nature Park at their feeders. 
Pine Siskin  Spinus pinus 
 Quite numerous at W.G. Jones State Forest. 
Swamp Sparrow  Melospiza georgiana 

Sightings at W.G. Jones State Forest along the Middle Lake Trail, as well as at  Anahuac NWR along the 
Shoveler Loop. Noted also along boardwalk at Boy Scout Woods at High Island. 

White-throated Sparrow  Zonotrichia albicollis 
 Seen at W.G. Jones State Forest, as well as at High Island and at Anahuac NWR. 
Savannah Sparrow  Passerculus sandwichensis 
 Numerous at Anahuac NWR and one or two as well along the Bolivar Peninsula, at Tuna Road. 
Seaside Sparrow  Ammodramus maritimus 
 One seen very well on Bolivar Peninsula at Tuna Road. 
Nelson’s Sparrow  Ammodramus nelsoni 
 One or two seen nicely at Yacht Basin Road on the Bolivar Peninsula. 
Chipping Sparrow  Spizella passerina 
 Seen only on our first day, at W.G. Jones State Forest. 
Yellow-breasted Chat  Icteria virens 
 Heard a few times here and there, but seen at Anahuac NWR along the pathway  at Skillern Tract. 
Eastern Meadowlark  Sturnella magna 
 Fairly common in the open grassy country of the Anahuac region and the Bolivar Peninsula. 
Baltimore Oriole  Icterus galbula 
 Very few seen this year. We had a couple of sightings at High Island. 
Orchard Oriole  Icterus spurius 
 Fairly common migrant at the coastal migrant traps. 
Red-winged Blackbird  Agelaius phoeniceus 
 Common and seen daily. 
Bronzed Cowbird  Molothrus aeneus 
 One at High Island, seen from Hooks Woods. 
Brown-headed Cowbird  Molothrus ater 
 Common and seen almost daily. 
Common Grackle  Quiscalus quiscula 
 Common, as the name implies. 
Boat-tailed Grackle  Quiscalus major 
 Fairly common in marshes near the coast such as those at Anahuac and at 
 On Bolivar Peninsula. 
Great-tailed Grackle  Quiscalus mexicanus 
 Common and seen daily. 
Worm-eating Warbler  Helmitheros vermivorum 
 Several nice sightings at High Island and at Sabine Woods. 
Northern Waterthrush  Parkesia noveboracensis 
 Found at Sabine Woods and High Island. 
Blue-winged Warbler  Vermivora cyanoptera 
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 Seen at High Island’s Smith Oaks and at Sabine Woods. 
Black-and-white Warbler  Mniotilta varia 
 Small numbers at High Island and at Sabine Woods. 
Prothonotary Warbler  Protonotaria citrea 

Excellent views at Jesse Jones Nature Park near Houston, along the Cypress Boardwalk Trail. Also seen at 
Taylor Bayou, High Island and at Sabine Woods. 

Swainson’s Warbler  Limnothlypis swainsonii 
 Several heard singing and one seen well along Gore Store Road in the southern Big Thicket region. 
Tennessee Warbler  Leiothlypis ruficapilla 
 First noted at Taylor Bayou and later seen at High Island and at Sabine Woods. 
Kentucky Warbler  Geothlypis formosus 
 Found early on in tour at Boy Scout Woods in High Island, and later on found at  Sabine Woods. 
Common Yellowthroat  Geothlypis trichas 

Seen often on this tour in locations such as Anahuac NWR’s Shoveler Pond, and the wetland areas of the 
Bolivar Peninsula.  

Hooded Warbler  Setophaga citrina 
Encountered often at High Island and Sabine Woods migrant traps. First, however was in W.G. Jones State 
Forest along trail to Middle Lake. 

Northern Parula  Setophaga americana 
 Small numbers at Sabine Woods and High Island migrant traps. 
Yellow Warbler  Setophaga petechia 
 One at Anahuac NWR at beginning of Hackberry Trail. 
Chestnut-sided Warbler  Setophaga pensylvanica 
 One male at Sabine Woods. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler  Setophaga caerulescens 
 One male at Sabine Woods. 
Palm Warbler  Setophaga palmarum 
 One along Shoveler Pond Loop at Anahuac NWR. 
Pine Warbler  Setophaga pinus 
 Several seen in W.G. Jones State Forest north of Houston. 
Myrtle Warbler  Setophaga coronata 
 Noted at Anahuac NWR, High Island, Sabine Woods and W.G. Jones State Forest, amongst other locations. 
Yellow-throated Warbler  Setophaga dominica 
 Seen quite well at Taylors Bayou. One also at Sabine Woods. 
Prairie Warbler  Setophaga discolor 
 Several heard and one or two seen well along Gore Store Road in the Big Thicket area. 
Summer Tanager  Piranga rubra 
 A few, seen later on in trip, at High Island and Sabine Woods. 
Scarlet Tanager  Piranga olivacea 

Males, like glowing beacons in the forest, were seen often, with the odd female here and there at High Island 
and at Sabine Woods. 

Western Tanager  Piranga luduvociana 
 One female at Sabine Woods. 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak  Pheuticus ludovicianus 
 Fairly common migrant at coastal migrant hotspots. 
Northern Cardinal  Cardinalis cardinalis 
 Common and seen daily. 
Dickcissel  Spiza americana 
 Found north of Winnie in grassy fields near flooded rice fields, towards end of trip. 
Blue Grosbeak  Passerina caerulea 
 One in brush pile near entrance to Boy Scout Woods. Later on, we had up to a dozen at Sabine Woods. 
Indigo Bunting  Passerina cyanea 
 Fairly common and seen each day. 
Painted Bunting  Passerina ciris 
 Male seen in brush pile near entrance to Boy Scout Woods. Also seen at Anahuac NWR. 
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MAMMALS 
Nine-banded Armadillo  Dasypus novemcinctus 
Eastern Grey Squirrel  Sciurus carolinensis 
Eastern Fox Squirrel  Sciurus niger 
Swamp Rabbit  Sylvilagus aquaticus 
Feral Pig  Sus scrofa 
 
BUTTERFLIES 
Old World Swallowtail  Papilio machaon 
Pipevine Swallowtail  Battus philenor 
Giant Swallowtail  Papilio cresphontes 
Cloudless Sulphur  Phoebis sennae 
Question Mark  Polygonia interrogationis 
Painted Lady  Vanessa cardui 
Red Admiral  Vanessa atalanta 
Carolina Satyr  Hermeuptychia sosybus 
Monarch  Danaus plexippus 
Common Checkered Skipper  Pyrgus communis 
 
REPTILES 
American Bullfrog  Lithobates catesbeianus 
Red-eared Slider  Chrysemys scripta 
Softshell Turtle  Apalone spinifera 
American Alligator  Alligator mississippiensis 
Green Anole  Anolis carolinensis 
Brown Anole  Anolis sagrei 
Copperhead  Agkistrodon contortrix 
Yellow-bellied Water Snake  Nerodia erythrogaster 
 
 


